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Introduction 

I’ve wanted to write this book for a very long time.  Through the years I have 
studied such things as the feasts of Leviticus 23, the traditional Jewish 
wedding, Daniel’s 70th week; and how each of these events are related to 
the end times.  My primary goal in writing this book is to encourage Christian 
believers to engage the Scriptures concerning eschatological events while 
at the same time encouraging non-believers to place their faith in Christ. 
 
Let me be candid from the start.  The key to “Surviving the Apocalypse” is 
faith in Jesus Christ.  If you already have faith in Christ as your Savior, then 
your “survival kit” has already been prepared for you through Christ.  If you 
have yet to place your faith in Christ, I hope you will consider placing faith 
in Him as you read and engage these biblical prophecies concerning the 
end times. 
 
The challenge in writing a proposed chronology of eschatological events 
is the fact that these events have yet to unfold.  It’s much easier to write 
about historical events and their theological significance.  For this reason, I 
have approached the subject matter with a desire for great humility.  I’m 
still learning.  The purpose of this book is not to propose when these things 
will occur; rather to present a proposed sequence of end time events.  I 
believe the key to understanding their chronological sequence is rooted in 
the rich history of the Jewish people’s customs, the Old Testament 
prophecies, and the correlations as revealed in the New Testament. 
 
While there are a handful of eschatological views among Christians, each 
of those views agree on one central truth: “Jesus is coming again.”  It is for 
this reason that we should anticipate His return and make sure that we are 
ready when He does. 
 
People Get Ready, 
 

 
 

Pastor Chris Dortch  
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Abbreviations 

Old Testament (OT) 
• Gen. Genesis 
• Exod. Exodus 
• Lev. Leviticus 
• Num. Numbers 
• Deut. Deuteronomy 
• Josh. Joshua 
• Judg. Judges 
• Ruth Ruth 
• 1 Sam. 1 Samuel 
• 2 Sam. 2 Samuel 
• 1 Kgs. 1 Kings 
• 2 Kgs. 2 Kings 
• 1 Chr. 1 Chronicles 
• 2 Chr. 2 Chronicles 
• Ezra Ezra 
• Neh. Nehemiah 
• Esth. Esther 
• Job Job 
• Ps.  Psalms 
• Prov. Proverbs 
• Eccl. Ecclesiastes 
• Song Song of Solomon 
• Isa.  Isaiah 
• Jer.  Jeremiah 
• Lam. Lamentations 
• Ezek. Ezekiel 
• Dan. Daniel 
• Hos. Hosea 
• Joel Joel 
• Amos Amos 
• Obad. Obadiah 
• Jonah Jonah 
• Mic. Micah 
• Nah. Nahum 
• Hab. Habakkuk 
• Zeph. Zephaniah 
• Hag. Haggai 
• Zech. Zechariah 
• Mal. Malachi 

New Testament (NT) 
• Matt. Matthew 
• Mk.  Mark 
• Lk.  Luke 
• Jn.  John 
• Acts Acts 
• Rom. Romans 
• 1 Cor. 1 Corinthians 
• 2 Cor. 2 Corinthians 
• Gal. Galatians 
• Eph. Ephesians 
• Phil. Philippians 
• Col. Colossians 
• 1 Thess. 1 Thessalonians 
• 2 Thess. 2 Thessalonians 
• 1 Tim. 1 Timothy 
• 2 Tim. 2 Timothy 
• Titus Titus 
• Philem. Philemon 
• Heb. Hebrews 
• Jam. James 
• 1 Pet. 1 Peter 
• 2 Pet. 2 Peter 
• 1 Jn. 1 John 
• 2 Jn. 2 John 
• 3 Jn. 3 John 
• Jd.  Jude 
• Rev. Revelation 
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Latin Abbreviations 
• c.   Latin circa “around” or “approximately.” 
• cf.   Latin confer “confer” or “compare.” 
• e.g.  Latin exempli gratia “for example.”   

 Literally, “for the sake of example.” 
• etc.  Latin et cetera “and others” or “and the rest.” 
• ff. Latin folio “and the following”  

 (verses, paragraphs, pages, etc.).   
 Literally, “on the next page.” 

• i.e.   Latin id est “that is.” Literally, “that is to say.” 
 

General Abbreviations 
• ch.  chapter 
• chs. chapters 
• NT  New Testament 
• OT  Old Testament 
• p.  page 
• pp.  pages 
• v.   verse 
• vv.  verses 
 
Translation Abbreviations 
• ESV English Standard Version 
• KJV King James Version 
• NKJV New King James Version 
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Chapter One:  
The Jewish Wedding 
 

The relationship between Christ and the church is described as husband 
and bride.  In fact, the marriage relationship between a husband and wife 
is to be a reflection of Christ and the church.  Husbands are to love their 
wives as Christ loves the church (cf. Eph. 5:25).  Marriage is a life-long 
covenant relationship between one man and one woman.  Marriage is not 
a man-made concept, but rather a foundational institution ordained by 
God to be the bedrock of familial and societal norms (cf. Genesis 2:23-24). 

Genesis 2:23-24, “23 And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man.’  24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

We might be tempted to think of the relationship between Christ and the 
church as a metaphor based upon our concept of marriage.  However, it 
is our marriage that is a symbol of Christ and the church, not the other way 
around.  The relationship between Christ and the church is to be the 
example from which we model our own marriage. 

Ephesians 5:25, “25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself for her.” 

It is God and God alone who defined and instituted His plan for marriage. 
For this reason, society cannot redefine marriage.  While a secular society 
may desire to redefine marriage, their attempts are nothing more than 
perversions that blaspheme God’s ordained covenant relationship 
between one man and one woman.  Since marriage is an institution that is 
established and defined by God, it should be of no surprise to see how God 
has ordered for this institution to direct our attention toward the gospel.   

We see the evangelistic process of the gospel more clearly when we 
understand the three stages of a traditional Jewish wedding: the Promise, 
the Betrothal, and the Marriage. 

I. The Promise (Hebrew: shiddukhin).  The “shiddukhin” is the 
preliminary proposal of marriage between a man and a woman.  It 
was customary for the father of the groom to select a bride for his 
son (cf. Genesis 24:1-4).  However, the consent of the bride-to-be 
was valued as extremely important, and the promise was 
understood as a mutual commitment.  Rebekah was asked by 
Eliezer (Abraham’s servant) if she (Rebekah) would return with him 
(Eliezer) to marry Isaac (Abraham’s son).  She accepted the 
proposal (cf. Genesis 24:57-59). 
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Once the bride has accepted the proposal and prior to the 
betrothal, the bride and groom are each baptized (immersed) in 
water as a symbol of spiritual cleansing.  This baptism is called the 
mikvah in Hebrew.  It plays an important role in the preparation of 
marriage, but is also a common ceremony associated with a 
number of common life events and temple rituals (cf. Leviticus 14:1-
9; 15:19-24).  Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist (cf. Matthew 
3:13-17). 

Christians have been given the role of “Eliezer” to invite people into 
a relationship with Jesus.  If they accept the proposal, the first step 
of obedience is “Believer’s Baptism” in which the candidate makes 
a public declaration of their decision.  Baptism is a picture of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus and is a testimony of a life 
that has been changed by the spiritual cleansing of Christ’s atoning 
work on the cross. 

II. The Betrothal (Hebrew: erusin).  After the mikvah baptism, the 
couple entered the chuppah (a marriage canopy) in a public 
ceremony where the two enter a binding contract to establish a 
new household.  The groom would provide a bride price as a means 
of provision for the bride during the betrothal period.  The bride price 
was not a “purchase price” as if the bride were property, but rather 
an expression of deep commitment by the groom as he makes 
provision for her livelihood.  This custom has been adopted in many 
cultures and has become confusing.  For example, in some cultures 
it was the bride who provides a dowry to the groom’s family.  Some 
cultures did see the practice as a purchase price.  The biblical 
model was for the groom to show deep commitment through 
personal sacrifice as we see in the life of Jacob in his desire to marry 
Rachel (cf. Gen. 29).  However, even Laban abused the custom by 
keeping the money for his own personal use (cf. Gen. 31:14-15).  
During the betrothal ceremony, the bride would be offered a cup 
of wine.  If she drank from the cup, it sealed their covenant vows.  
The couple was legally married, but they did not live together or 
engage in sexual relations.  It would require a formal divorce to 
annul the contract at this point and can only be initiated by the 
husband (cf. Matthew 1:18-25). 

During the betrothal period, the groom was to prepare a place for 
his bride.  The groom often prepared a place for the new household 
on his father’s property (cf. John 14:1-4).  Meanwhile, the bride is 
focused on personal preparations to ensure that she is ready when 
he returns for her (cf. Matthew 25:1-13).  The bride didn’t know the 
day or hour in which her groom would return, but she was certain of 
his return because the bride price was a personal sacrifice of the 
groom. 
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The Church is to anticipate the return of Christ as a bride anticipates 
her groom.  Christians should live faithfully as they prepare for His 
return at any moment (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:24). 

III. The Marriage (Hebrew: nissuin).  The final phase of the Jewish 
wedding tradition is called nissuin.  The Hebrew word nissuin means 
“to take” as in “to take home.”  The root word of nissuin is naso, 
which means “to lift up.”  The bride was lifted up in a bridal chariot 
(Hebrew: aperion) and taken to be with her groom for a period of 
seven days. 

Once again, the bride and groom enter the chuppah (marriage 
canopy) where they will recite a blessing over a cup of wine and 
finalize their vows.  After they leave the chuppah, they enter the 
yichud room.  The purpose of this secluded room is to allow the 
couple to be alone together for the first time and to exchange gifts.  
This short ceremony takes about eight minutes.   

After the couple emerges from the yichud room, the wedding feast 
begins with seven full days of food, music, dancing, and 
celebrations (cf. Judges 14:10-12). 

The Bema Seat of Christ is not a judgment of salvation because we 
have already been given the righteousness of Christ (i.e., imputed 
righteousness).  Rather, it is a judgment of what we have done with 
our life to honor Christ (i.e., practical righteousness).  Therefore, it is 
associated with the exchange of gifts.  The bride is given crowns 
according to her works.  These crowns are then given back to Christ 
as an act of worship. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What observations did you notice in the relationship between the three 

stages of the Jewish wedding and the evangelistic process of the 
gospel? 

2. Why do you think Satan works so hard to destroy the God-ordained 
institution of marriage? 

3. How does understanding the three stages of the Jewish wedding help 
you form a more complete picture of eschatological events? 

One Last Thought:  
The price that Jesus paid upon the cross was a sacrificial and deep 
commitment (cf. Eph. 5:25).  It is this deep sacrificial commitment that gives 
us great confidence in His return.  “And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you 
may be also” (John 14:3).
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Chapter Two:  
The Birth Pangs 
 
The disciples wanted to know what signs they could anticipate that would 
indicate Jesus’ coming to rule and reign as Messiah and the end of the 
age.  Matthew 24:3-4 tells us about this encounter, “Now as He (Jesus) sat 
on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, 
when will these things be?  And what will be the sign of Your coming, and 
of the end of the age?”  In His answer, Jesus provides us with a chronology 
of signs.  He doesn’t answer “when,” but He does answer “what.”  Jesus’ 
chronology uses such words as “beginning” and the word “then” to 
indicate sequence. 

“The beginning of birth pangs” as described in Matthew 24:5-8 begin prior 
to the Rapture, and will carry into the seven years of Tribulation as they will 
culminate with the opening of the first four seals.  The word “sorrows” as 
translated in verse 8 is related to those of “birth pangs.”  Birth pangs convey 
the idea that these “sorrows” will grow in both frequency and intensity as 
you get closer to the culminating event. 

I. Matthew 24:5-8 

a. The Antichrists.  “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and will deceive many” Matthew 24:5.  There will be 
many antichrists who desire to deceive many.  “Little children, it 
is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is 
coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we 
know that it is the last hour” 1 John 2:18.  While there will be many 
antichrists who come to deceive before the Rapture, it will 
culminate with the arrival of the Antichrist and the first seal after 
the Rapture has occurred.  The First Seal is one of conquest as 
the Antichrist comes riding a white horse as an imposter of Christ.  
He has a bow (a symbol of war and military influence) and was 
given a crown (a symbol of political authority).  The Antichrist 
seeks world domination (cf. Rev. 6:1-2). 

b. The Wars & Rumors of Wars. “And you will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars.  See that you are not troubled; for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet” Matthew 24:6.  Verse 
6 begins with the word “and.”  This indicates these sorrows will 
happen at the same time as the previous.  It may seem strange 
that Jesus would suggest “war” as a sign of the end times.  After 
all, every generation has been a witness to wars.  We must ask 
ourselves, what makes these wars different?  It stands to reason 
that the “rumors of wars” would be surprising and unexpected.  
Perhaps we should think of these “wars and rumors of wars” as 
nations that once got along and are now at odds with one 
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another.  Regardless, we should watch for an attack on the 
nation of Israel.  It is possible an unsuspected attack on Israel 
could be the start of the Battle of Gog and Magog prior to the 
Rapture.  The Second Seal (after the Rapture) is one of 
bloodshed as the rider comes on a red horse (a symbol of war 
and bloodshed).  He has a sword (a symbol of war).  People are 
killing one another at war (cf. Rev. 6:3-4). 

c. The Famines.  “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom.  And there will be famines, pestilences (i.e., 
pandemics), and earthquakes in various places” Matthew 24:7.  
As a result of the wars, there will be famine (food supply 
shortages).  The Third Seal is one of famine as the rider comes on 
a black horse.  He has a pair of scales in his hand (a symbol of 
the severity of famine and its economic impact).  Famine and 
inflation are natural outcomes from war (cf. Rev. 6:5-6). 

d. The Death & Hades.  “For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.  And there will be famines, 
pestilences, and earthquakes in various places” Matthew 24:7.  
As a result of the wars, there will be pestilences (global 
pandemics).  The Fourth Seal is one of death as the rider who 
comes on a pale horse is the personification of Death.  Death is 
being followed by the personification of Hades as together they 
have been given the power to take the lives of ¼ of the world’s 
population (cf. Rev. 6:7-8). 

e. “All these are the beginning of sorrows” Matthew 24:8.  Jesus 
assured the disciples not to be troubled as the birth pangs come 
to pass (cf. Matt. 24:6).  The birth pangs occur before the 
Rapture and their culmination will occur after the Rapture with 
the breaking of seals one through four. 

II. Matthew 24:9-13 

a. The Hatred.  “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill 
you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake” 
Matthew 24:9.  The hatred of Christians will grow around the 
world.  Jesus explains that this hatred is ultimately directed 
toward Him. 

b. The Offended.  “And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another” Matthew 24:10.  People will 
become easily offended and the division among people will 
lead to betrayal and hatred of one another. 

c. The False Prophets.  “Then many false prophets will rise up and 
deceive many” Matthew 24:11. There will be an increase in 
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people who intentionally spread false information.  Their efforts 
will be effective as they will deceive many people. 

d. The Lawlessness.  “And because lawlessness will abound, the 
love of many will grow cold” Matthew 24:12.  As a result of those 
who blatantly disregard the law, the law-abiding citizens will 
start to lose compassion and their love for others will diminish. 

e. The Apostasy.  “But he who endures to the end shall be saved” 
Matthew 24:13.  Many people will no longer attend church and 
abandon their once professed faith.  It won’t be long after this 
that the Antichrist is revealed (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3).  The word 
“apostasy” is a rebellion and an abandonment of the truth.  
People will no longer care about truth.  Truth will no longer be 
understood as absolute, rather truth will be viewed as relative. 

III. Matthew 24:14 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as 
a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” Matt. 24:14.  
The gospel continues to be shared even after the church is 
Raptured.  The 144,000 Jewish believers will share the gospel with 
many.  Matthew 24:14 is the culmination of the tribulation and 
would come at the end of the seven-year Tribulation.  Therefore, the 
final proclamation of the gospel is preached “to every nation, tribe, 
tongue, and people” by an angel at the end of the Tribulation (cf. 
Rev. 14:6-7).  

Discussion Questions: 
1. Which “birth pangs” do you see in our world today? 

2. In a world that is becoming increasingly hostile toward Christians, how 
can you guard your own heart from growing cold? 

3. How can you guard against people who want to deceive you with 
intentionally spreading false information? 

One Last Thought:  
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
but My Father only” Matthew 24:36.  While we do not know the day or hour, 
we are still instructed to watch and be ready. 
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Chapter Three:  
The Appointed Times 
 
The word translated “feasts” or “festivals” means “appointed times.”  
Leviticus 23 provides a description of the feasts of the LORD.  Each of these 
feasts point us to a specific aspect of Jesus’ life in which He fulfilled the 
imagery of each feast perfectly.  These seven Jewish festivals are 
“appointed times” of YHWH (cf. Lev. 23:2). 

The first three occur in the Spring (March – April): the Passover, the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, and the Feast of Firstfruits.  While these are three 
separate feasts, they occur in immediate succession to one another.  All 
three feasts are pictures of what Jesus accomplished at His first coming.  It 
was at Passover that Jesus gave His life as the sacrificial lamb for our sin.  It 
was the Feast of Unleavened Bread when Jesus’ sanctifying work removed 
our penalty of sin.  And it was the day of the Feast of Firstfruits when Jesus 
resurrected from the grave!  Jesus fulfilled each of these feasts exactly at 
their “appointed times.”   

The fourth festival occurs in the early Summer (mid-May to mid-June) and is 
the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost).  It occurs 50 days after the Feast of Firstfruits 
(i.e., the Resurrection).  The purpose of this feast is largely focused on 
expressing gratitude to YHWH for giving the Torah to Moses.  The Holy Spirit 
came exactly 50 days after the Resurrection of Christ (cf. John 14:16; 
Ephesians 1:13-14).  2 Peter 1:20-21, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the 
will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.”  The arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is a fulfillment of this feast 
exactly at the “appointed time.” 

The final three feasts come at the end of harvest in the Fall (late September 
– October) and have a focus on the return of Christ: the Feast of Trumpets, 
the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  Again, these are 
three separate feasts, yet they occur in immediate succession to one 
another.  Just as the Spring feasts prophetically point to Jesus’ first advent, 
the three Fall feasts point us to His second coming.   

Therefore, since the first four have established a pattern of the LORD fulfilling 
the imagery of each feast at their divinely “appointed time,” there is no 
reason to believe that God will not use the feasts that HE established as the 
“appointed times” for the fulfillment of His plan. 

The idea of a spiritual harvest is used to describe personal spiritual growth 
(cf. 2 Cor. 9:10; James 3:18) as well as an evangelistic harvest of lost souls 
(cf. Matthew 9:38; John 4:35-38; 1 Cor. 3:6-9; James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; 2 
Timothy 4:8; Hebrews 11).  The Bible is clear that one day there will be an 
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end to our opportunity to work in the fields and reap a harvest (cf. John 
9:4). 

I. The Feast of Trumpets (Hebrew: Rosh Hashanah or Yom Teruah) is on 
the first day of Tishri and marks the end of the agricultural harvest 
and the beginning of the religious calendar.  This celebration was 
intended to be a day of rest, a day to sound the trumpets, and to 
offer a burnt offering (cf. Numbers 29:1-2).  The feast begins with 
trumpets being sounded at the temple and synagogues around the 
world.   

There is some debate as to whether the Feast of Trumpets comes at 
the beginning of the Tribulation and is the moment of the Rapture 
when Christ comes for His church.  Or perhaps the Feast of Trumpets 
comes at the end of the Tribulation when Christ returns to the earth 
prior to the Battle of Armageddon. 

I think a possible solution is that the answer is… both!  We must 
remember that these are annual feasts that are to be observed 
each year.  There is no reason that the Rapture cannot coincide 
with the Feast of Trumpets and then precisely seven years later Jesus 
returns with His bride at the Feast of Trumpets.  The Rapture marks 
the end of harvest for the church-age. 

a. The Rapture (The beginning of the Tribulation).  In a very similar 
way that we celebrate New Year over a two-day period, the 
Feast of Trumpets is celebrated as a two-day feast.  For this 
reason, even if we knew that Jesus was coming at the Feast of 
Trumpets, we still would not know the day or the hour (cf. Matt. 
24:36).  Furthermore, the Feast of Trumpets is often referred to as 
the ”Hidden Day,” because no one knows the exact day or hour 
the festival will begin.  Therefore, the feast is to be celebrated 
on one of the two designated days. 

i. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 declares, “16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the dead in 
Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”  
The Apostle Paul associates the Rapture of the church with 
a shout from Jesus, the voice of an archangel, and the 
trumpet of God.  

ii. There were two different types of trumpets used by the 
Hebrew people and both are used at the Feast of Trumpets.  
The first is a shofar; and it was made from the horns of a ram.  
The shofar are horns that God Himself has made.  The LORD 
also instructed Moses to make two trumpets of silver (cf. 
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Numbers 10:1-2).  The silver trumpets are horns that God 
instructed man to make.  We see the two trumpets sounded 
together in Psalm 47:5, “God (Elohim) has gone up with a 
shout (this is the alarm of the trumpets), the LORD (YHWH) 
with the sound of a trumpet (this is the sound of the shofar).”  
Psalm 47:5 is commonly understood as the prophetic 
declaration of the ascension of Jesus.  Acts 1:11 states, “… 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?  
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.’”   

It is worthy to note that the sounding of both silver trumpets 
was an indication that the entire assembly was to meet at 
the door of the tabernacle (cf. Numbers 10:3).  However, if 
only one of the silver trumpets was sounded, then it was only 
for the leaders to assemble (cf. Numbers 10:4).  These two 
trumpets can also be used as an alarm to indicate war (cf. 
Numbers 10:9).  The shofar trumpets were used for a number 
of reasons such as praise, coronation, or victory in battle.   

It is possible that 1 Thessalonians 4:16 is using all of the 
trumpets at the Rapture.  “For the LORD Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout (this could be the silver trumpet 
used to make a loud command), with the voice of an 
archangel (this could be the other silver trumpet to indicate 
the entire assembly of believers), and with the trumpet of 
God (this would be the shofar).”   

b. The Second Coming (The end of the Tribulation).  As seen above, 
the sounding of the trumpets has many usages including to 
make announcements or a call to war.  In keeping with a tight 
timeline, the trumpets would sound at the Second Coming of 
Christ ten days prior to the Day of Atonement.  Isaiah 27 is 
associated with the Feast of Trumpets and the trumpets 
sounding prior to the LORD coming to destroy Leviathan. 

c. The Birth of Christ.  It is also worth consideration that many 
scholars believe that Jesus was born during the month of Tishri.  
Could it be that the Feast of Trumpets also proclaimed His first 
advent, the Day of Atonement heralded His birth in the manger, 
and the Feast of Tabernacles declared that He is dwelling 
among His people?  Again, all of these are possible fulfillments 
because of the annual observation of these appointed times. 

II. The Day of Atonement (Hebrew: Yom Kippur) takes place ten days 
after the Feast of Trumpets on the tenth day of Tishri.  It would be on 
this day each year that the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies 
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to make atonement for Himself and then for the people.  It is a time 
of purification of the temple and the community. 

a. Daniel 9:27, “27 Then he [the Antichrist] shall confirm a covenant 
with many for one week [a unit of 7 years]; but in the middle of 
the week [3 ½ years] he shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering.  And on the wing of abominations shall be one who 
makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is 
determined, is poured out on the desolate.”  The Antichrist will 
set up the abomination of desolation in the rebuilt Temple in 
Jerusalem (cf. Dan. 9:27; Dan. 11:31; Dan. 11:45a; Dan. 12:11; 
Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:5, 15-18). 

b. The need for the future Day of Atonement. 

i. The Antichrist will make a treaty with the people of Israel. 

ii. The terms of the treaty will be for a “week.”  A “week” is a 
“unit of seven.”  The treaty will be for a “unit of seven” years. 

iii. Halfway through the treaty (3 ½ years), the Antichrist will 
gather his troops and put an end to the sacrifices and 
offerings that have been taking place at the temple. 

iv. At the same time that the Antichrist stops the sacrifices and 
offerings, he will desecrate the temple by setting up some 
type of sacrilegious object in the Holy of Holies. 

v. The desecration of the temple will continue for 1290 days (3 
½ years + 1 month) when the judgment of God is poured out 
on the Antichrist and his followers in the Battle of 
Armageddon.  I believe the “+1 month” is the timeframe for 
all three feasts in the Fall. 

vi. Therefore, the Day of Atonement is to purify the temple in 
preparation for Christ to sit on His throne. 

III. The Feast of Tabernacles (Hebrew: Sukkot) is the final festival and 
takes place on the fifteenth day of Tishri.  This particular feast is 
sometimes called, “The Feast of Ingathering,” “The Feast of Booths,” 
or simply “The Feast.”  The Feast of Tabernacles, like the other feasts, 
was instituted by God Himself and this feast would serve as a 
reminder that God delivered their people out of Egypt.  Most 
scholars agree that the Feast of Tabernacles is associated with the 
return of Christ and His millennial reign where He will “tabernacle” 
among His people again. 

a. This is the most joyful of feasts as the people commemorate 
God’s forgiveness and provision for His people.  People live in 
tents or booths to remember the days of wandering in 
temporary housing as God tabernacled among them.  The 
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Water Libation Ceremony is celebrated when a priest would 
carry water from the Pool of Siloam to the Temple, remembering 
the provision of water during the time of wandering.  The 
Illumination of the Temple is observed with four large pillars. 
There were four large bowls at the top of each pillar each 
containing about ten gallons of oil.  Each bowl (16 in total) was 
lit, remembering that God led His people by a pillar of fire by 
night.  The final day of the feast was the “Day of the Great 
Hosanna,” looking forward to the coming of the Messiah.  The 
One who brings salvation.  There were four plants used for this 
celebration and waved in all directions (i.e., north, south, east, 
and west) to symbolize God’s presence is everywhere.  They 
used citron, myrtle, palm, and willow. 

b. In the Day of the Lord, all believers will one day celebrate this 
feast (cf. Zech. 14:16-19).  “On the last day, that great day of 
the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to Me and drink’ (John 7:37-38).  He is claiming to be 
the God who provides water.  The next morning, while the pillars 
of fire from the illumination of the temple continued to burn, 
Jesus declared, ‘I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life’ (John 8:12).  
He is claiming to be the God who led them by a pillar of fire by 
night.  During the Triumphant Entry (not the time for the Feast of 
Tabernacles), the crowds welcomed Jesus as the Messiah, 
waving palm branches and calling out, “Hosanna!  Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the LORD!  The King of Israel!”  While 
Jesus is the Messiah and He will come again to rule and reign as 
the King of Israel, it wasn’t the appointed time for this 
declaration. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How does the fact that Jesus fulfilled the first four feasts at their 

appointed time impact your understanding of the timing of the final 
three feasts? 

2. Which of the three remaining feasts are you most excited to see unfold?  
Explain why. 

One Last Thought:  
The “appointed time” of Christ’s return has already been established in 
God’s master plan.  He knows the exact day, the exact hour, and the exact 
second in which each and every end time event will occur. 
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Chapter Four:  
The Wedding Banquet (7 Years in Heaven) 
 
The seven years of the Wedding Banquet are the events in heaven that run 
simultaneous to the seven years of Tribulation on Earth.  These events take 
place around the very throne of God. 

I. The Worship of God the Father 

God the Father is worshipped for His creation (cf. Rev. 4). 

John uses the symbolic imagery of two familiar stones to describe 
God the Father: the jasper and sardius.  The jasper is one of the 
twelve stones inserted in the breastplate of the high priest.  The 
jasper stone was clear and a symbol of the “glory of God” and 
“purity.”  It is described in Scripture as “most precious” and “clear as 
crystal” (cf. Rev. 21:11).  The stone we call jasper today is red in color 
and doesn’t match how the Bible describes the jasper.  It is most 
likely the stone described in the Bible as a jasper would be what we 
call a “diamond.” 

The sardius stone is also one of the twelve stones inserted in the 
breastplate of the high priest.  It was a blood-red color and was a 
symbol of judgment.  It is possible this stone is what we call “ruby.” 

From these two stones, we can conclude that John is describing 
God the Father as holy, pure, and has perfect judgment on His 
throne. 

John also describes the rainbow around the throne that resembles 
an emerald (cf. Rev. 4:3).  There are two things at play here.  First, 
the rainbow is God’s symbol of His faithfulness to His promises.  
Second, the stone identified as the emerald is a symbol of 
resurrection, birth, and everlasting life.  The emerald is the stone of 
the tribe of Judah, the tribe from which Jesus came! 

The voice of God is also associated with thunder.  

John tells us the Holy Spirit is present before the throne as seven 
lamps of fire (cf. Rev. 4:5).  The seven Spirits of God are identified in 
Isaiah 11:2, “(1) The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, (2) the 
Spirit of wisdom (3) and understanding, (4) the Spirit of counsel (5) 
and might, (6) the Spirit of knowledge (7) and the fear of the LORD.” 

There are also four living creatures around the throne of God.  While 
these are real creatures, John employs metaphorical language 
when he says, the first one was “like a lion.”  These creatures 
continually bring praise before the throne of God.  While it is possible 
that these creatures have physical features similar to those John 
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mentions, it is also possible that the animal descriptors point us to 
characteristics such as strength and honor.  Much like we would say, 
“busy as a bee,” “sly as a fox,” or “wise as an owl,” these animals 
could be pointing us to qualities of God.  Everything around the 
throne is pointing to the One who sits on the throne.  Everything. 

II. The Worship of the Lamb of God 

The Lamb takes the Seven-Sealed Scroll from God the Father (cf. 
Rev. 5).   

John began to weep when no one in all of creation was found 
worthy to open, read, or even look at the scroll.  John was 
overcome by grief.  John knew the Old Testament Scriptures 
extremely well and may have recalled Ezekiel’s description of the 
content of this scroll.   

Ezekiel 2:9-10, “9 Now when I looked, there was a hand stretched 
out to me; and behold, a scroll of a book was in it.  10 Then He 
spread it before me; and there was writing on the inside and on 
the outside, and written on it were lamentations and mourning 
and woe.” 

The scroll contains lamentations, mourning, and woe (all aspects of 
judgment).  The book of Daniel also helps us know a little more 
about this scroll. 

Daniel 12:1-4, “1 At that time Michael shall stand up, the great 
prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation, even to that time.  And at that time your people 
shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book.  2 
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.  3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of 
the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like 
the stars forever and ever.  4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 

Daniel very well may have been the one who wrote the seven-
sealed scroll as he was the one instructed to “seal the book until the 
time of the end.” 

John was weeping because he knew the content of the scroll would 
reveal the judgment of God.  If no one could open the scrolls, then 
there will be no judgment of the evil throughout all of history.   

However, Jesus enters the scene! 
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Revelation 5:5-7, “5 But one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.’ 
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as though it had been slain, having seven horns [the Holy Spirit’s 
perfect strength] and seven eyes [the Holy Spirit’s perfect 
wisdom], which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the 
earth [cf. Isaiah 11:2]. 7 Then He came and took the scroll out of 
the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.” 

The redeemed then begin to worship the Lamb with a “new song” 
(cf. Rev. 5).  This is a new song for two reasons.  First, the lyrics focus 
on the redemptive work of Christ.  Second, the church is now there 
to sing this new song about the redemptive work of Christ.  This new 
song is a song of redemption that can only be sung by those who 
have been redeemed.  

This is the first time that every believer from the church-age is 
gathered together in one place!  Together they sing, “For You were 
slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood” (Rev. 5:9).  This 
is a new song that no other created being could sing.  The angels 
cannot sing this song!  It is exclusively for those who have been 
redeemed!  Notice they also sing, “And we shall reign on the earth” 
(Rev. 5:10).  Again, this is a reference to the church ruling and 
reigning with Christ on the earth during the millennial reign (shall = 
future tense).  Since the church is the only ones who can sing this 
new song, this is valid support in favor of Pre-Tribulation Rapture. 

Everyone joins in celebration of Christ! 

III. The Bema Seat of Christ (cf. Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 3:9-15; 4:1-5; 9:24-27; 
2 Cor. 5:10).   

As we have read earlier, after they leave the chuppah, they enter 
the yichud room.  The purpose of this secluded room is to allow the 
couple to be alone together for the first time and to exchange gifts.  
This short ceremony takes about eight minutes.   

The Bema Seat of Christ is not a judgment of salvation because we 
have already been given the righteousness of Christ (i.e., imputed 
righteousness).  Rather, it is a judgment of what we have done with 
our life to honor Christ (i.e., practical righteousness).  Therefore, it 
associated with the exchange of gifts.  The bride is given crowns 
according to her practical righteousness.  These crowns are then 
given back to Christ as an act of worship.  There are five heavenly 
crowns mentioned in the New Testament that will be awarded 
accordingly. 
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a. The Victor’s Crown – A life focused on eternal things not the 
temporal.  A disciplined life of serving God with a narrow focus 
on things of eternal value.  This is the imperishable crown (cf. 1 
Cor. 9:24-27). 

b. The Crown of Rejoicing – A life focused on bringing others to 
faith in Christ (cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:19).  Sometimes called the 
“Soul-Winner’s Crown.” 

c. The Crown of Righteousness – A life focused on the anticipation 
of Christ’s return (cf. 2 Timothy 4:8).  This crown is founded in the 
righteousness of Christ, not our own sense of righteousness.  It is 
given to those who have a humble and fervent desire to be with 
the Lord and see His return. 

d. The Crown of Glory – A life that was given in obedience to 
faithful service in ministry (cf. 1 Peter 5:4).  Sometimes called “The 
Pastor’s Crown,” but not limited to pastors, it is for anyone who 
answers the call to ministry leadership. 

e. The Crown of Life – A life that was given in faithful obedience 
through persecution (cf. James 1:12; Revelation 2:10).  
Sometimes called the “Martyr’s Crown,” but not limited to 
martyr’s, it is for anyone who has suffered, endured, persevered, 
and encouraged others to remain faithful. 

IV. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:6-10).   
a. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb as described in John’s vision 

in Revelation 19 occurs during the final phase of the three-phase 
Jewish wedding.  After the couple emerges from the yichud 
room (where they exchanged gifts), the wedding feast 
commences with seven full days of food, music, dancing, and 
celebrations (cf. Judges 14:10-12).   

b. The purpose of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb is to be a 
glorious celebration of all those who have been redeemed in 
Christ.  While the Old Testament saints have yet to be 
resurrected, their souls will be present as witnesses to the event.  
The angel instructed John to write, “Blessed are those who are 
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!” 

c. The wedding guests will grow over the week-long celebration.  
There will be some who did not attend the initial wedding 
ceremony but will attend the supper.  These newcomers are 
known in Hebrew as the Panim Chadashot (i.e., “new faces”).  
The new faces that keep arriving at the wedding banquet add 
new joy to the celebration.  As it pertains to the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb, it is my belief that these new faces are the 
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Tribulation Saints who are saved during the time of Tribulation on 
the earth (cf. Rev. 7:9-14).  

Discussion Questions: 
1. The rainbow is a symbol of God’s faithfulness to His promises.  How have 

you seen God’s faithfulness in your own life? 

2. The “new song” in heaven is a song of redemption.  Are you able to sing 
about God’s redemptive work in your life?  If not, take a moment to 
read the section called, “How To Become a Christian” in the back of 
this book. 

3. What crown(s) would you like to receive and be able to lay at the feet 
of Jesus?  I hope you have something to lay at Jesus’ feet! 

One Last Thought:  
Our worship on earth is at its best when the Holy Spirit directs our hearts in 
worship to God the Father on His throne and to Jesus Christ as our sacrificial 
Lamb. 
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Chapter Five:  
The Tribulation (7 Years on Earth) 
 
The seven years of Tribulation are the events of earth that run simultaneous 
with the seven-year Wedding Banquet celebration in heaven. 

I. The Beginning of the Tribulation 

a. The Tribulation begins when Christ opens the first of the seven 
Seal Judgments.  The first of which is the arrival of the Antichrist 
on a white horse.  This is the first of the “Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse” which corresponds to the first four of the seven 
Seal Judgments (cf. Revelation 6). 

b. The Antichrist will emerge and serve as a mediator between the 
Arab nations and Israel.  He will be the key figure in negotiating 
a peace treaty between the nation of Israel and its Arab 
neighbors.  The peace treaty will be an agreement of 
diplomatic relations for a period of seven years.  The signing of 
the peace treaty will correspond to the beginning of the 
Tribulation (cf. Daniel 9:26-27). 

c. The Antichrist quickly rises in global popularity.  He will become 
the leader of a ten-nation coalition (i.e., a reunited Roman 
Empire) that will end up ruling the world during the seven-year 
Tribulation (cf. Daniel 2:42-44; Revelation 12:3; 13:1; 17:12-16). 

d. As a result of the peace treaty, Israel will have a false sense of 
security and begin to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.  With the 
temple rebuilt, the Jewish system of ritual sacrifices will begin 
again (cf. Daniel 9:27; Revelation 11:1-2). 

II. The First Half of the Tribulation 

a. The first six of the seven Seal Judgments are opened by Christ 
(cf. Revelation 6). 

i. The First Seal: Conquest.  The Antichrist comes riding a white 
horse (he is an imposter of Christ).  He has a bow (a symbol 
of war and military influence) and was given a crown (a 
symbol of political authority).  The Antichrist seeks world 
domination (cf. Revelation 6:1-2).  Perhaps the fact that he 
was “given a crown” indicates that his political authority will 
be obtained by appointment rather than a democratic 
election process. 

Revelation 6:1-2, “1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened 
one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living 
creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and 
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see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who 
sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and 
he went out conquering and to conquer.” 

At first glance, we might mistakenly think this is Christ 
because the horseman is riding on a white horse.  However, 
the similarities end with the color of the horse. 

The prefix “anti” means more than “against.”  It also means 
“instead” or “in the place of.”  When the word “antichrist” is 
used, it isn’t just someone who is “against Christ,” it is 
understood as an imposter.  The Antichrist wants to be “in 
place of Christ.”  He desires to be the focus of worship 
“instead of Christ.”  The Antichrist seeks to conquer the world 
that he might rule and reign “instead” of Christ. 

ii. The Second Seal: Bloodshed.  The second rider comes on a 
red horse (a symbol of war and bloodshed).  He was given 
a sword (a symbol of war).  People are killing one another at 
war (cf. Revelation 6:3-4). 

Revelation 6:3-4, “3 When He opened the second seal, I 
heard the second living creature saying, “Come and 
see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was 
granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the 
earth, and that people should kill one another; and 
there was given to him a great sword.” 

When someone rises to power and sets out to conquer the 
entire world, it will be met with opposition and naturally leads 
to war.  This war will be intense as it removes “peace from 
the earth” and “people kill one another.” 

iii. The Third Seal: Famine.  The third rider comes on a black 
horse.  He has a pair of scales in his hand (a symbol of the 
severity of famine and its economic impact).  Famine and 
inflation are natural outcomes from war (cf. Rev. 6:5-6). 

Revelation 6:5-6, “5 When He opened the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature say, ‘Come and see.’ So I 
looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it 
had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in 
the midst of the four living creatures saying, ‘A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a 
denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.’” 

The world’s food supply is impacted by the war.  A quart of 
wheat will cost a day’s wage.  The inflation estimate is 
approximately 150 times higher.  What once would have 
cost $1.69 will now cost $253.50. 
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iv. The Fourth Seal: Death & Hell.  The fourth rider is Death and 
comes on a pale horse with Hades following him.  The fourth 
horseman has been given the power to take the lives of ¼ 
of the world’s population.  This will be the result of death from 
war, famine, and even beasts of the earth (cf. Rev. 6:7-8). 

Revelation 6:7-8, “7 When He opened the fourth seal, I 
heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 
‘Come and see.’ 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. 
And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and 
Hades followed with him. And power was given to them 
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, 
with death, and by the beasts of the earth.” 

Again, these first four seals seem to show a relationship with 
each other as one would naturally bring about the next.  It 
would seem that the previous seals of war and famine now 
bring about death.  War and famine are now joined by the 
beasts of the earth as together they take ¼ of the world’s 
population.  In 1972 (my birth year), the world’s population 
was 3.8 billion.  In 2022 (50 years later), the world’s 
population will reach 8.0 billion!  If the fourth seal were 
opened today, the world would see the death of 2 billion 
people! 

v. The Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs.  “How long, O Lord?”  
The scene shifts to heaven with the souls of martyred 
believers crying out for vengeance (cf. Rev. 6:9-11). 

Revelation 6:9-11, “9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for 
the word of God and for the testimony which they 
held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’ 11 Then 
a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said 
to them that they should rest a little while longer, until 
both the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren, who would be killed as they were, was 
completed.” 

These are believers who have died a martyr’s death.  They 
are told to “rest a little while longer” because as we will see 
later, there are many more martyrs to join them. 

vi. The Sixth Seal: Global Devastation.  The world experiences 
divine retribution through a great earthquake, darkened 
sun, the moon became as blood, and the stars fell to the 
earth like figs falling from a shaken fig tree.  Unfortunately, 
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the unrepentant call upon nature (i.e., rocks and 
mountains), but they refuse to call upon God (cf. Rev. 6:12-
17).   

Revelation 6:12-17, “12 I looked when He opened the 
sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell 
to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is 
shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island 
was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, 
the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the 
mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid 
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 
mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall 
on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great 
day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’” 

The devastation of the world is great, but most people in the 
world refuse to turn to God for help (cf. Rev. 6:15-16).  They 
know the judgment is coming upon them from God.  They 
even acknowledge the wrath of the Lamb!  However, they 
choose to place their hope in “the mountains and rocks” as 
opposed to the One who made the mountains and rocks! 

The sixth seal brings a great earthquake, the sun is darkened, 
and the moon is blood red.  There is a massive meteor 
shower that is compared to figs falling from a shaken fig tree.  
The point is clear, no one can hide and escape the 
judgment of God. 

God is in control, and nothing is hidden from Him.  It is best 
to place hope in the Creator of all things than pray to a 
mountain. 

b. There will be 144,000 Jews who accept Christ as the Messiah.  
There will be 12,000 from each of the twelve tribes, excluding 
Dan and Ephraim.  Instead, the descendants of Joseph and Levi 
will each have 12,000.  These 144,000 Messianic believers will 
serve as evangelists and begin to spread the gospel message 
of Jesus Christ throughout the world (cf. Revelation 7).  Judges 
17-21 emphasizes the apostasy of two tribes in Israel (i.e., Dan 
and Ephraim).  The tribe of Dan sinned against God by rejecting 
their allotted land from God as “unacceptable.”  They 
abandoned the land God had given them and began to 
embrace idol worship.  The tribe of Ephraim took over the land 
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of Dan and were even the source of idolatry that was 
committed by the tribe of Dan.  It is possible that these sins were 
just cause for God to exclude them from this honor of being 
listed among the 144,000.  Instead, we see the names of Joseph 
and Levi.  Joseph is not usually listed among the twelve tribes 
because his two sons inherited land (i.e., Manasseh and 
Ephraim).  Likewise, Levi is not usually listed among the twelve 
tribes because the Levites did not inherit land. 

The exclusion of Dan and Ephraim may have even greater 
significance.  The circumstances at the end of Judges 17-21 
chronicles the growing apostasy of Israel.  The narrative of Ruth 
immediately follows Judges and presents the hope of a king 
that will rescue the nation from their idolatry.  This mirrors the 
arrival of Jesus as King of kings. 

Revelation 7:1-8, “1 After these things I saw four angels 
standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the 
earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. 
And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom 
it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, ‘Do 
not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed 
the servants of our God on their foreheads.’ 4 And I heard 
the number of those who were sealed. One 
hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel were sealed: 
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.” 

The very mention of the tribes of Israel demonstrates God’s 
faithfulness to His promises.  The seven-year Tribulation is known 
as Daniel’s 70th week. 

The word “week” is a “unit of seven.”  It can be used to describe 
a unit of 7 days or even a unit of 7 years.  When reading the 
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prophecy of Daniel 9, we should understand a week as a unit of 
seven years. 

Daniel 9:24, “24 Seventy weeks are determined for your 
people and for your holy city [this is a reference to the Jewish 
people and the city of Jerusalem], to finish the transgression 
[to put an end to their rebellion against God], to make an 
end of sins [the defeat of sin], to make reconciliation for 
iniquity [our sin has separated us from God and the cross 
brought reconciliation], to bring in everlasting righteousness 
[Christ gave us His righteousness], to seal up vision and 
prophecy [a portion of the vision and prophecy will be 
sealed up for a later time], and to anoint the Most Holy.” 

Gabriel then breaks down these 70 weeks into three segments. 

Daniel 9:25, “25 Know therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the command to restore and build 
Jerusalem until the Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven 
weeks [that’s 49 years] and sixty-two weeks [that’s an 
additional 434 years]; the street shall be built again, and the 
wall, even in troublesome times.” 

These two sets of weeks, seven and then sixty-two, are 
mentioned together to indicate they are consecutive years.  It 
is a total of 69 weeks or 483 years. 

History verifies that indeed Jerusalem was rebuilt in 49 years from 
the decree that Artaxerxes made that allowed them to rebuild 
Jerusalem.  The next sixty-two weeks (434 years) places us 
exactly at the time of Jesus in the year 32AD. 

Daniel 9:26-27, “26 And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall 
be cut off, but not for Himself; [the idea of “cut off” is one of 
execution.  However, this is not because of anything He has 
done, but for the sake of others.]  And the people of the 
prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary [Jerusalem and the temple will be destroyed 
again after the Messiah has come.  This happened in 70AD.]. 
The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war 
of desolations are determined.  27 Then he shall confirm a 
covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the 
week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.  And on 
the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 
even until the consummation, which is determined, is 
poured out on the desolate” [The temple will not exist until 
the Antichrist confirms a peace treaty for a period of seven 
years, but the peace treaty will fail after 3 ½ years.]  
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Verses 26 and 27 indicate a pause between the 69th and 70th 
weeks.  Four things to consider… 

i. The 70 weeks are all focused on Israel (cf. Dan. 9:24).  The 
pause between the 69th and 70th weeks is a shift away 
from Israel and focuses on the “times of the Gentiles” 
and the church-age (cf. Luke 21:24; Romans 11:25). 

ii. The 70th week (unit of 7 years) will be delayed until the 
Antichrist comes and makes a peace treaty with Israel. 

iii. The city of Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed in 
70AD just as prophesied (cf. Dan. 9:26).  The nation of 
Israel did not exist again until May 14, 1948.  It would 
have been impossible for the Antichrist to have signed a 
peace treaty with a nation that didn’t exist during that 
time.  Israel exists today.  

iv. Finally, there was a portion of the vision and prophecy 
that was to be sealed up for the future (cf. Dan. 8:26; 
9:24; and 12:4).  I believe Daniel may have been the one 
who wrote the scroll with the seven seals that Jesus took 
from the Father’s hand (cf. Rev. 5:7). 

Why does all of this matter?  Revelation 7 shows that God has 
not forgotten His promises to Israel.  He returns His focus to Israel 
for the 70th week as He seals 144,000 evangelistic servants 
(12,000 from each tribe) to spread the gospel of Jesus. 

Revelation 7:9-17, “9 After these things I looked, and 
behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of 
all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 
voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!’ 11 All the angels stood around the 
throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12 saying: 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 
Be to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.’ 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, ‘Who are 
these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come 
from?’ 
14 And I said to him,  ‘Sir, you know.’ 
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So he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the 
great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before 
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among 
them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst 
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for 
the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’” 

There are now even more people before the throne of God 
than John’s earlier vision (cf. Rev. 4 & 5).  They too are singing of 
the salvation that God provided them through the Lamb.  These 
are Tribulation Saints who were martyred for their faith (cf. Rev. 
7:14; 6:11; 20:4).  They are “new faces” (Hebrew: Panim 
Chadashot) who are now attending the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb. 

III. The Midpoint of the Tribulation 

a. The Seventh Seal: The Seven Trumpet Judgments.  Christ opens 
the final seal of the seven Seal Judgments, which are the seven 
Trumpet Judgments (cf. Rev. 8).  The removal of the final seal 
from the scroll will reveal the full plan of God’s final judgment 
(i.e., Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls).  The silence, censer, and 
incense are all pointing the reader to the Altar of Incense from 
the tabernacle in the Old Testament.  The Seventh Seal begins 
with the intercessory prayers of the saints. 

b. The Peace Treaty Fails.  The Antichrist breaks the Peace Treaty 
with Israel and invades the land with the Battle of Gog and 
Magog (cf. Dan. 9:27; 11:40-45; Ezek. 38-39; Isaiah 28:18).  

Magog was one of Noah’s grandsons (cf. Gen. 10:2).  The 
descendants of Magog settled far north of Israel (cf. Ezek. 38:2).  
These descendants are known to be skilled warriors who seek to 
be world leaders (cf. Ezek. 38:15; 39:3-9). 

According to Ezekiel’s prophecy, Gog will be the leader of a 
great army from the land of Magog that attacks Israel during a 
“peaceful and unsuspecting” time (cf. Ezek. 38:11). 

It is also possible that the Battle of Gog and Magog takes place 
prior to the Tribulation because they will spend seven years 
burning the enemy’s weapons (cf. Ezek. 39:9-16).  However, 
there is no reason these seven years of burning can’t continue 
into the Millennial Reign of Christ.  For this reason, I personally 
believe the Battle of Gog and Magog will mark the failure of the 
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Peace Treaty.  Both views of the timing of the Battle of Gog and 
Magog are certainly viable.  There are three things that are 
necessary for the Battle of Gog and Magog to take place. 

1. Israel must occupy the land.  On May 14, 1948, Israel was 
reestablished on their homeland. 

2. Israel must be prosperous (cf. Ezek. 38).  Israel continually 
ranks well among the standings of the world’s strongest 
economies. 

3. Israel must be at peace and unsuspecting (cf. Ezek. 38).  
While Israel has had moments of peace, it has always been 
with a guarded suspicion.  The Peace Treaty of the Antichrist 
has given Israel a false sense of security in which they no 
longer are suspecting attacks.  

c. The Antichrist Assassinated.  The Antichrist is violently killed with 
a wound to the head, possibly as a result of the war or an 
assassination (cf. Dan. 11:45; Rev. 13:3, 12, 14; 17:8).  However, 
the Antichrist will be brought back to life through the power of 
Satan.  This is Satan’s attempt to counterfeit the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  His return from the dead will be welcomed with 
awestruck amazement around the entire world (cf. Rev. 13:3-4). 

d. The Antichrist Gains Political Control.  After his resurrection from 
the dead, the Antichrist gains political control over the ten kings 
of the reunited Roman Empire; three of these kings will be 
assassinated by the Antichrist and the other seven will relinquish 
their power and political positions to the Antichrist (cf. Dan. 7:24; 
Rev. 17:12-13). 

e. The Two Witnesses.  The two witnesses begin their 3½ year 
ministry (cf. Rev. 11:2-12).   

Who are these two witnesses?  The identity of these two 
witnesses is not provided anywhere in Scripture.  However, there 
are essentially three theories on the identity of these two 
witnesses. 

First, some suggest Moses and Elijah.  Those who affirm this theory 
make a correlation between specific miracles that John 
prophesies they will perform and the miracles that Moses and 
Elijah performed during their time on earth.  For example, 
Revelation 11:6 correlates to Moses in Exodus 7 and Revelation 
11:5 correlates to Elijah in 2 Kings 1.  It was also Moses and Elijah 
who both appeared with Jesus at the transfiguration (cf. 
Matthew 17:3-4).  In addition, Jewish tradition has long 
expected the return of these two individuals (cf. Malachi 4:5).   
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Second, some suggest Enoch and Elijah.  Those who affirm this 
theory point to the unique way in which each these individuals 
departed from the earth.  Enoch and Elijah are the only two 
individuals identified in Scripture as having been taken directly 
to heaven without experiencing death.  Hebrews 9:27 affirms 
that all men are appointed to die once and then face 
judgment.  This makes them uniquely qualified for the role of the 
two witnesses. 

Third, some suggest two people whose identity are unknown.  
There is no reason to believe these two individuals must be 
someone we already know from Scripture. 

It is also worth noting that Zechariah 4 provides us with a 
typology of these two witnesses of Revelation through the 
individuals of Joshua (the high priest) and Zerubbabel (the 
governor of Judah).  Revelation 11:4, “These are the two olive 
trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the 
earth.”  The idea of Zechariah’s vision is that these two witnesses 
will have a constant anointing of the Holy Spirit as they spread 
the gospel. 

During the church-age, the book of Revelation makes it clear 
that the churches are the lampstands with the message of hope 
in Christ (cf. Rev. 1-3).  However, during the Tribulation, there will 
be two witnesses who come as lampstands for the whole world 
(cf. Rev. 11:4). 

Since the Bible doesn’t clearly give their identity, we cannot be 
dogmatic.  Any of these views are certainly valid and within the 
scope of appropriate interpretation and hermeneutics. 

f. Satan Is Banned from Heaven.  Satan is cast down from Heaven 
and begins to make war with the woman, Israel (cf. Rev. 12:7-
13); the primary means he uses to persecute Israel is the two 
beasts in Rev. 13 (i.e., the Antichrist and the False Prophet).  
Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet create a 
counterfeit-trinity. 

g. The Abomination of Desolation.  The Antichrist presents himself 
to the world as a god and sets up the abomination of desolation 
in the rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem for people to worship him (cf. 
Dan. 9:27; 11:45a; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:3-8, 15-18). 

h. The False Prophet.  Satan empowers the False Prophet to 
encourage people to worship the Antichrist.  The False Prophet 
will employ demonic miracles.  It will be the False Prophet who 
will develop a global economic system in which the “mark of 
the beast” must be used as a form of identification associated 
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with the forehead and the right hand.  The “mark of the beast” 
will be a display of their allegiance to the Antichrist.  Those who 
reject the mark of the beast will not be able to buy or sell in the 
world’s global economy (cf. Rev. 13:16-18). 

i. The Jewish Remnant.  The faithful Jewish remnant flee (possibly 
to Petra in modern Jordan), where they are divinely protected 
for the remainder of the Tribulation (cf. Matt. 24:16-20; Rev. 
12:15-17). 

j. The Whore of Babylon.  The Antichrist and the ten kings destroy 
the religious system of Babylon and set up their capital in the 
city.  The new world order under the rule of the Antichrist will 
have a one-world religion, a one-world economy, and a one-
world government (cf. Rev. 17:16-17). 

Satan has made no secret of his desire to sit on the throne of 
God.  He desires to attain the title “El Elyon” the most high God.  
We have seen the unholy counterfeit trinity of Satan, the 
Antichrist, and the False Prophet.  Now we see that the Whore 
of Babylon is the false church! 

Revelation 17:6 tells us that John saw the woman and was 
amazed.  However, this isn’t a good thing.  He was confused as 
to how anyone could use Christianity as a means to attain such 
wickedness. 

She was clothed in purple and scarlet.  These are colors 
associated with great political power.  She was adorned with 
gold, precious stones, and pearls.  This indicates that she has 
attained great wealth.  She was drunk with the blood of the 
saints.  This indicates that she used Christianity to accomplish her 
goals.  John must have been utterly bewildered that someone 
would use Christianity as a means for political power and 
wealth. 

She is also identified as the “mother of harlots.”  There are many 
false religions and false churches, but now they are all united 
under the umbrella of the Great Harlot of Babylon and a single 
one-world religion. 

The kings will use the whore (i.e., the false church) to get the 
wealth and political power they desire.  Once they have the 
wealth and power, they discard her and leave her “desolate, 
naked, eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” 

The Whore of Babylon is a stark contrast to the Bride of Christ. 

Consider how differently Christ treats His bride… 

• The harlot was desolate.  Christ will never leave nor forsake. 
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• The harlot was left naked.  Christ clothes His bride with His 
atoning work. 

• The harlot was consumed.  Christ offered His own body as 
sacrifice. 

• The harlot was burned with fire.  Christ offers an eternal 
home. 

While the allure of the harlot is strong, the riches and power 
attained from a relationship with the harlot will never last (cf. 
Rev. 18:1-24). 

IV. The Second Half of the Tribulation 

John pauses again between the sixth and seventh trumpets, just as 
he did with the sixth and seventh seals.  This brief interlude seems to 
bring the reader up to speed on other events that have been taking 
place as the seals and trumpets were revealed. 

a. The Antichrist Blasphemes God.  The False Prophet performs 
great signs and wonders and promotes false worship of the 
Antichrist (cf. Rev. 13:5, 11-15). 

b. The Mark of the Beast.  The mark of the beast is introduced and 
enforced by the False Prophet (cf. Rev. 13:16-18). 

i. “Here is wisdom.  Let him who has understanding calculate 
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His 
number is 666” Rev. 13:18. 

ii. Gematria is the practice of assigning a numerical value to a 
name, word, or phrase according to an alphanumeric 
cipher.  Each number of the Hebrew alphabet has a 
numerical value (see chart in the back of the book).  
Therefore, each person’s name has a numerical value by 
adding up the value of each letter.  The number of the 
name of the Antichrist will be 666. 

iii. The mark of the beast will be required to engage in the 
marketplace (cf. Rev. 13:17). 

iv. Rejection of the mark of the beast will result in death (cf. Rev. 
13:15). 

v. Those who accept the mark of the beast will seal their 
eternal destiny in the lake of fire (cf. Rev. 14:10-11). 

c. The Antichrist’s New World Order.  Through Satanic possession, 
the Antichrist dominates the world politically, religiously, and 
economically (cf. Rev. 13:4-5, 15-18). 
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d. The Two Witnesses Are Killed.  The two witnesses are killed by the 
Antichrist and are resurrected by God 3½ days later (cf. Rev. 
11:7-12). 

e. Persecution Increases.  Knowing he has only a short time left, 
Satan intensifies his relentless, merciless persecution of the 
Tribulation saints.  The Tribulation saints are the Jewish believers 
and Gentile believers on Earth (cf. Dan. 7:25; Rev. 12:12; 13:15; 
20:4). 

f. The Seven Trumpet Judgments.  The seven trumpet judgments 
are unleashed through the final half of the Tribulation (cf. Rev. 
8-9).  The seventh Trumpet will bring the seven Bowl Judgments. 

i. The First Trumpet: The World’s Vegetation Impacted. 

Revelation 8:7, “7 The first angel sounded: And hail and 
fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were 
thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were 
burned up, and all green grass was burned up. 

Since the invention of the nuclear bomb, it has been 
suggested that the “hail and fire” that are mingled with 
blood and falling from the sky could be a picture of nuclear 
war. 

As of 2022, the Center for Defense Information tells us that 
the United States has an arsenal of more than 35,000 nuclear 
weapons.  Each of those carries the equivalent of 460 million 
tons of TNT.  That’s 35,000 times greater than the atomic 
bomb of Hiroshima in 1945! 

Russia has what are called 100-megaton H-Bombs 
(Hydrogen-Bombs).  Each one is capable of creating a 
firestorm of 170 miles in diameter that kills everything in its 
path.  With just 20 of these bombs, Russia has the ability to 
destroy 75% of the United States population in less than one 
hour. 

It isn’t hard to fathom that a third of the trees and grass 
would be destroyed during a nuclear war.  We would 
destroy ourselves except for God’s hand that is restraining 
our own destruction.  However, the day is coming when 
God’s hand of restraint is removed, and the first of the Seven 
Trumpet Judgments is sounded. 

ii. The Second Trumpet: The Sea Life & Ships Impacted. 

Revelation 8:8-9, “8 Then the second angel 
sounded: And something like a great mountain burning 
with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the 
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sea became blood. 9 And a third of the living creatures 
in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.” 

John describes a giant fireball the size of a large mountain 
crashing into the sea.  Once again, nuclear imagery comes 
to mind.  Regardless, it is the impact that is in focus here.  A 
third of the sea life has died and a third of the ships were 
destroyed.  Together, this is showing the impact on both the 
food supply and commerce. 

Again, this destruction can be brought about by our use of 
nuclear war. 

iii. The Third Trumpet: The Fresh Water Impacted. 

Revelation 8:10-11, “10 Then the third angel 
sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like 
a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the 
springs of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A 
third of the waters became wormwood, and many men 
died from the water, because it was made bitter.” 

The third trumpet destroys a third of the drinking water.  The 
National Center for Biotechnology Information warns that 
“Water supplies may be seriously reduced after a nuclear 
war.”  The research also suggests that a nuclear war would 
interfere with agricultural productivity and the radioactive 
fall-out would contaminate reservoirs.   

John says the waters have become contaminated (i.e., 
“wormwood”) and made the water taste bitter. 

iv. The Fourth Trumpet: The Sky Impacted. 

Revelation 8:12, “12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And 
a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a 
third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. 
A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night.” 

John is not suggesting that a third of the sun, moon, and stars 
have been destroyed.  He clearly states, “a third of them 
were darkened.”  You couldn’t see them because 
something has polluted the sky.  Once again, this seems to 
suggest that the sky has been polluted from nuclear war. 

v. The Fifth Trumpet: The First Woe – Locusts Torment for Five 
Months. 

Revelation 8:13, “13 And I looked, and I heard an angel 
flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud 
voice, ‘Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, 
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because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the 
three angels who are about to sound!’” 

There is now a shift that occurs with the announcement of a 
“triple woe.”  The judgments began with the seven seals.  
The first four of those seals were personified agents of 
destruction (i.e., the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse).  The 
first four of the Trumpet Judgments seem to be brought 
about by human agents of destruction.   

The “three woes” are now supernatural with each “woe” 
accompanying the final three Trumpet Judgments. 

The first “woe” comes with the Fifth Trumpet.  If you thought 
things were bad with mankind’s destructive behavior, the 
supernatural forces of destruction will make people wish 
they were dead.  That’s bad! 

Revelation 9:1-12, “1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I 
saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was 
given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the 
bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the 
smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were 
darkened because of the smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of 
the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have 
power. 4 They were commanded not to harm the grass 
of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only 
those men who do not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. 5 And they were not given authority to kill 
them, but to torment them for five months. Their 
torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes 
a man. 6 In those days men will seek death and will not 
find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from 
them. 
7 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for 
battle. On their heads were crowns of something like 
gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 8 They 
had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like 
lions’ teeth. 9 And they had breastplates like 
breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like 
the sound of chariots with many horses running into 
battle. 10 They had tails like scorpions, and there were 
stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five 
months. 11 And they had as king over them the angel of 
the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon 
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[The Hebrew word for “Destruction”], but in Greek he has 
the name Apollyon [The Greek word for “Destroyer”]. 
12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are 
coming after these things.” 

The Bible is clear that demons are real beings with 
personality and demonstrate mind, emotion, and will.  It is 
commonly understood that demons are fallen angels who 
have rebelled against God (cf. 2 Pet. 2:4; Matt. 25:41).  While 
the exact number is unknown, it is also believed that the 
devil influenced 1/3 of the angels to rebel with him (cf. Rev. 
12:4). 

Therefore, God did not create demons, but He created 
angels and then those angels of their own volition 
purposefully chose to rebel against Him (cf. Jd. 6-7). 

There are some demons who have limited freedom among 
humanity (cf. Eph. 6:12).  There are some demons who have 
been confined until the Tribulation.  John described the 
release of some of these demons when they will come from 
the bottomless pit to afflict people (cf. Rev. 9).  Jude 
identifies a group of demons whom God “has reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness for judgment” (Jd. 6).  
Peter affirms Jude, “God did not spare the angels who 
sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). 

What horrendous crime did these fallen angels commit that 
God would confine them?  I believe we find the answer in 
Genesis.  One of the names used for demons in the Bible is 
“sons of God.”  While this name is not exclusively used for 
demons, it is used in reference to angels and demons (cf. 
Gen. 6:2-4; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7).  Jewish tradition holds strongly 
to the idea that Genesis 6:1-4 is descriptive of a terrible sin 
committed by fallen angels attracted to the beauty of 
mortal women, and who forsook their proper habitation in 
order to live on earth with the daughters of men.  The 
progeny of the union between the “sons of God” and the 
“daughters of men” was of such character as to indicate a 
super-human union.  The Hebrew word “Nephilim” which is 
rendered “giants” in Genesis 6:4 is used to describe their 
offspring.  The Scriptures reveal that angels fell, came down, 
and went after strange flesh (cf. Jd. 6-7; 2 Pet. 2:4; Matt. 
22:30), and the testimony strongly suggests that their sin was 
that of Genesis 6. 
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Demons are perpetually immoral because of their rebellion 
against God.  It is difficult for believers to comprehend the 
evil nature that demons possess.  Demons far surpass in 
wickedness the vilest person we know.  The release of these 
demons from the bottomless pit will no doubt be horrendous. 

vi. The Sixth Trumpet: The Second Woe – One-Third of Mankind 
Faces Death. 

The Sixth Trumpet is the second of the three woes.  Since the 
four angels were bound at the great river Euphrates, it would 
suggest these are fallen angels (who will be released by 
divine permission) are to function as agents of God’s wrath. 

John is certain of the size of this coming army of two hundred 
million.  An army of this magnitude would seem 
unfathomable in John’s day.  For that matter, it’s almost 
unfathomable in our day.  However, it is worthy to note that 
China’s current military (2022 AD) is over two million.  They 
have a current population of 1.4 billion people.  A military of 
two hundred million people would be roughly 14% of their 
total population.  However, Revelation 16:12 makes it clear 
that more than one country make up this military from the 
east as it mentions the “kings” plural (cf. Rev. 16:12). 

Revelation 9:13-21, “13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And 
I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had 
the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at 
the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had 
been prepared for the hour and day and month and 
year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 16 Now the 
number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred 
million; I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the 
horses in the vision: those who sat on them had 
breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur 
yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads 
of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and 
brimstone. 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind 
was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone 
which came out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in 
their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like 
serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. 
20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, 
brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear 
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nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or 
their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.” 

vii. The Seventh Trumpet: The Third Woe – The Bowl Judgments. 

The Seventh Trumpet is the final of the three woes.  In the 
same way that they seventh seal revealed the seven 
trumpets, the seventh trumpet will herald the seven bowl 
judgments. 

Revelation 11:15-19, “15 Then the seventh angel 
sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 
forever and ever!” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat 
before God on their thrones fell on their faces 
and worshiped God, 17 saying: 

‘We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The 
One who is and who was and who is to come, 
Because You have taken Your great power and 
reigned.  18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath 
has come, And the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, And that You should reward Your 
servants the prophets and the saints, And those who 
fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy 
those who destroy the earth.’” 

19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. 
And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an 
earthquake, and great hail.” 

From the moment of the sounding of the seventh trumpet, 
the remaining events happen in rapid succession and build 
a crescendo of worship that the world has yet to see! 

g. The Seven Bowl Judgments.  The Seven Bowl Judgments are the 
final judgments of the Tribulation.  They will be the most severe 
judgments the world has ever known as they pour out God’s 
wrath (cf. Rev. 16:1-21).  These seven judgments will be called 
forth by the Seventh Trumpet and will come at the end of the 
Tribulation in rapid succession. 

i. The First Bowl: Loathsome Sores. 

Revelation 16:2, “2 So the first went and poured out his 
bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore 
came upon the men who had the mark of the beast 
and those who worshiped his image.” 



 47 

ii. The Second Bowl: The Sea Turns to Blood. 

Revelation 16:3, “3 Then the second angel poured out his 
bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a 
dead man; and every living creature in the sea died.” 

iii. The Third Bowl: The Waters Turn to Blood. 

Revelation 16:4-7, “4 Then the third angel poured out his 
bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they 
became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters 
saying: 

‘You are righteous, O Lord, 
The One who is and who was and who is to be, 
Because You have judged these things. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
And You have given them blood to drink. 
For it is their just due.’ 
7 And I heard another from the altar saying, ‘Even 
so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your 
judgments.’” 

iv. The Fourth Bowl: Men Are Scorched. 

Revelation 16:8-9, “8 Then the fourth angel poured out his 
bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch 
men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, 
and they blasphemed the name of God who has power 
over these plagues; and they did not repent and give 
Him glory.” 

v. The Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain. 

Revelation 16:10-11, “10 Then the fifth angel poured out 
his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom 
became full of darkness; and they gnawed their 
tongues because of the pain. 11 They blasphemed the 
God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, 
and did not repent of their deeds.” 

vi. The Sixth Bowl: Euphrates River Dried Up. 

Revelation 16:12, “12 Then the sixth angel poured out his 
bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was 
dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might 
be prepared.”  

Let’ not skip over this too quickly.  What’s about to happen?  
The Battle of Armageddon.  What did the angel do?  He 
dried up the sea, so that the Antichrist’s kings and the armies 
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of the east can cross on dry land.  Why would God do that 
for the enemy?  So they would have no excuses! 

Revelation 16:13-15, “13 And I saw three unclean spirits 
like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon 
[Satan], out of the mouth of the beast [The Antichrist], 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet [together they 
form the unholy counterfeit trinity]. 14 For they are spirits 
of demons, performing signs, which go out to the 
kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
15 ‘Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who 
watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked 
and they see his shame.’” 

Garments in Scripture are a picture of atonement. What is 
Jesus declaring?  He is emphatically saying, “If you’re 
coming to this battle, you better have the atoning work of 
Christ!” 

Revelation 16:16, “16 And they gathered them together 
to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” 

vii. The Seventh Bowl: The Earth Utterly Shaken. 

Revelation 16:17-21, “17 Then the seventh angel poured 
out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of 
the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is 
done!” 18 And there were noises and thunderings and 
lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a 
mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred 
since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was 
divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 
And great Babylon was remembered before God, to 
give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains 
were not found. 21 And great hail from heaven fell upon 
men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men 
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, 
since that plague was exceedingly great.” 

With the Seventh Bowl Judgment, God declares, “It is done!”  
This is the first of two “It is done!” declarations found in the 
book of Revelation.  The second comes in the final chapter 
(cf. Rev. 21:6). 

It is worth pausing to consider the significance of this phrase.  
We see a similar phrase declared from the cross. 
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John 19:28-30, “28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the Scriptures might be 
fulfilled, said, ‘I thirst!’ 29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was 
sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put 
it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth.  30 So when Jesus 
had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And 
bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.” 

What exactly was “finished”?  The atoning work of Christ has 
been accomplished.  It is the death of Christ upon the cross 
that provides atonement.  He was stripped of His clothes, 
that our sin might be covered! 

What follows is the impact of His atoning work.  Once His 
work is complete, then we see His atoning work through the 
lives of the Redeemed. 

In the same way that the phrase “It is finished” declares the 
atoning work of Christ is complete, the phrase “It is done” in 
Revelation 16:17 proclaims that the wrath of God has been 
accomplished.  Furthermore, with the wrath of God 
complete, we will see the impact of His judgment and wrath. 

The stage has been set for the return of Christ and the Battle 
of Armageddon. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How would you compare and contrast the birth pangs of Matthew 24 

with the seals of Revelation 6? 

2. As Christians, how should our understanding of these coming events 
impact our thinking and behavior today? 

3. In what ways do you see people today looking to Babylon (the things 
of this world) to provide meaning and/or happiness? 

One Last Thought:  
May the Holy Spirit be a constant source of anointing upon us as we spread 
the light of the gospel in a dark world. 
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Chapter Six:  
The Second Coming 
 
The second coming of Christ occurs at the end of the seven years of 
Tribulation.  At the beginning of Revelation 19, John returns his focus to the 
events of heaven when he hears a great multitude saying, “Alleluia!  
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!” 

Jesus’ first advent was His arrival as a baby in a manger in the City of David, 
Bethlehem.  The prophecies of His first advent are largely fulfilled through 
His birth, ministry, death, burial, and resurrection.  However, there are some 
prophecies that will be fulfilled at a later time known as His second coming. 

Immediately after Jesus ascended into heaven as described in Acts 1:11, 
the angels declared, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into 
heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so 
come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”   

I. The Appearing of Christ.  What will be the nature of His appearing? 

Matthew 24:30, “30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory.” 

Notice that people around the whole world will begin to mourn 
because they did not accept Him as the Messiah. 

Titus 2:13, “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” 

Revelation 19:11-13, “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white horse.  And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  His eyes were like 
a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns.  He had a name 
written that no one knew except Himself.  He was clothed with a 
robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.” 

II. The Mount of Olives.  Where will Jesus make His physical return to 
earth? 

Zechariah 14:4, “4 And in that day His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east.  And the 
Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a 
very large valley; half of the mountain shall move toward the 
north and half of it toward the south.” 
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III. The Battle of Armageddon.  What will happen as a result of His 
appearing? 

Revelation 19:11-16, “11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, 
a white horse.  And He who sat on him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  12 His eyes 
were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns.  
He had a name written that no one knew except Himself.  13 He 
was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called 
The Word of God.  14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.  15 Now 
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike 
the nations.  And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron.  He 
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God.  16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a 
name written: ‘KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.’” 

When Jesus returns, He comes in righteousness to judge and make 
war.  The results of His judgments and war will bring an end to the 
curse of sin and He will bring in everlasting righteousness. 

IV. The Armies in Heaven.  Who will be coming with Him? 

Revelation 19:14, “14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean, follow Him on white horses.” 

The armies in heaven are not angels.  The identity of the armies is 
found in the statement, “clothed in fine linen, white and clean.”  This 
is clearly the church.  Those who have been redeemed by the 
atoning work of Christ.  If you are a born-again believer in Christ, you 
will be part of this event as it unfolds! 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What differences do you observe between Jesus’ first and second 

coming?  Why didn’t He just do everything at His first appearing? 

2. We can never exhaust the depths of knowing and understanding Christ.  
This is evident in the fact that He has “a name written that no one knew 
except Himself.”  How is your knowledge and understanding of Christ 
grown recently? 

One Last Thought:  
Behold the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS is coming! 
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Chapter Seven:  
The Battle of Armageddon 
 
In our modern culture, the word Armageddon is usually associated with any 
type of “great battle.”  The word comes from the Hebrew word Har-
Magedone, which translates, “Mount Megiddo.” 

Mount Megiddo is the location of the great battle that occurs at the end 
of the seven-year Tribulation period. 

Revelation 19:17-21, “17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and 
he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst 
of heaven, ‘Come and gather together for the supper of the great 
God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on 
them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and 
great.’  19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the 
horse and against His army.  20 Then the beast was captured, and 
with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by 
which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped his image.  These two were cast alive into the 
lake of fire burning with brimstone.  21 And the rest were killed with 
the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the 
horse.  And all the birds were filled with their flesh.” 

I. The Euphrates River 

The sixth bowl judgment indicates that the world’s armies were 
preparing for this battle. 

Revelation 16:12-16, “12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl 
on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that 
the way of the kings from the east might be prepared.  13 And I 
saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of 
the dragon [Satan], out of the mouth of the beast [The 
Antichrist], and out of the mouth of the false prophet [The False 
Holy Spirit].  14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, 
which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, 
to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.  
15 ‘Behold, I am coming as a thief.  Blessed is he who watches, 
and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his 
shame.’  16 And they gathered them together to the place 
called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

The Euphrates River will be dried up.  As of the writing of this book, it 
has become apparent that the Euphrates River is already in process 
of drying up.  According to some sources, the Tigris and Euphrates 
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rivers are at risk of drying up by the year 2040.  According to 
Scripture, the drying of the river is to provide easier access for the 
army of two hundred million soldiers to make their way to the battle 
(cf. Rev. 16:12). 

II. The Birds of the Air   

Revelation 19:17-19, “17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; 
and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in 
the midst of heaven, ‘Come and gather together for the supper 
of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, and the 
flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and 
of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and 
slave, both small and great.’  19 And I saw the beast, the kings of 
the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war 
against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.   

The call for the birds to come and feast on the flesh of the defeated 
is reminiscent of a young David who said to Goliath the Philistine, 
“You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin.  But 
I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defiled.  This day the LORD will 
deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head 
from you.  And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the 
Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that 
all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel” (1 Samuel 17:45-
46). 

The purpose of calling the birds of the air in Revelation 19 is the same 
purpose that David states in 1 Samuel 17, “that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel.” 

III. The Single Word   

Revelation 19:20-21, “20 Then the beast was captured, and with 
him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by 
which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast 
and those who worshiped his image.  These two were cast alive 
into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.  21 And the rest were 
killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him 
who sat on the horse.  And all the birds were filled with their 
flesh.” 

While it sounds terrifying that we (the church) are following Jesus 
into battle, we are not there to fight.  Instead, we are there to bear 
witness.  Just as David single-handedly defeated Goliath and the 
Philistines, our LORD does not require our assistance. 

The Antichrist and the False Prophet were both thrown into the lake 
of fire.  The remaining were slain at a single word from Jesus.  Read 
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it again… 

Revelation 19:21, “21 And the rest were killed with the sword 
which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse.” 

The sword is a reference to the word of God.  While we don’t know 
what word Jesus will say that will result in their demise, once again 
we are reminded of David who defeated Goliath with a single 
stone.  Jesus simply speaks a single word, and the Battle of 
Armageddon is over!  We must never forget the power of His word!  
His word brought forth light (cf. Gen. 1:3).  His word raised Lazarus 
from the dead (cf. John 11:43).  It is His word that sustains us (cf. Jer. 
15:16-18; Psalm 119).  It will be His word that brings this world to its 
end. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8, “8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and 
destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 

It was Martin Luther who penned the lyrics of “A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God” and referenced this single word destruction, “The Prince 
of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage we can endure, 
for lo his doom is sure.  One little word shall fell him.” 

Make no mistake, there is no reason to fear if you belong to Christ.  
If you do not belong to Christ, then there is great concern.  We 
recognize the power of His word, and we want our loved ones to 
know the love of Christ that sustains us.  We want others to know 
that eternal life is a gift by the grace of God, and we receive that 
gift through faith.  

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are your thoughts on the current status of the Euphrates River and 

how it relates to biblical prophecy? 

2. Have you given your life to Christ?  Take great comfort in knowing that 
He fights the battle, and you will be victorious. 

One Last Thought:  
“One little word shall fell him.” -Martin Luther 
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Chapter Eight:  
The Millennial Reign 
 
Satan has not only lost access to the throne of God where he has been 
making accusations against believers, he is now bound and thrown into the 
Abyss, his mouth is shut, and a seal on his deception has been secured for 
1000 years. 

I. The Devil Will Be Bound  

Revelation 20:1-2, “1 Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain 
in his hand.  2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, 
who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years;” 

The Devil is a real personal being (cf. Job 1; Matt. 4:1-12).  He is not 
merely a personification of evil.  He is an actual created being that 
chose to rebel against God and one-third of the created angels 
followed him in his rebellion.  The Devil is not omnipresent (all places 
at once).  Only God has the immutable attribute of omnipresence. 

II. The Accuser Will Be Silenced 

Revelation 20:3 “3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive 
the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.  But 
after these things he must be released for a little while.” 

The Devil will be bound and unable to deceive anyone for a 
thousand years.  The name Satan means “accuser.”  He is the father 
of lies, promotes false teachings, and deceives people into spiritual 
bondage (cf. John 8:44; 2 Cor. 4:4; 11:14; 1 Tim. 4:1). 

III. The Christ Will Reign on David’s Throne 

Luke 1:32-33 affirms that when Christ returns to earth, He will sit on 
the throne of David in Jerusalem and establish Himself as the King.  
While some suggest that these events are not literal, the 
unconditional Abrahamic Covenant demands a literal fulfillment.  
God promised Israel a land with specific boundaries.  Since Israel 
has yet to reach the full boundaries of land as God promised, it is 
best to understand that God will be faithful to His promise during the 
Millennial Reign.   

IV. The Saints Will Reign with Christ 

Revelation 20:4, “4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 
and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and 
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for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on 
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years.” 

Ruling and reigning with Christ is part of the gospel narrative as He 
restores within us our ability to have dominion over His creation for 
His glory (cf. Gen. 1:26-31).  Because of our fallen state we fail in our 
ability to rule and reign over creation as God intended.  However, 
through Christ, we will have our original purpose restored as His 
image bearers to rule and reign appropriately for His glory (cf. Rom. 
5:12-21; Eph. 2:1-7).   

During our reign with the Lord, Paul informs us that part of our reign 
will involve our judging the angels (cf. 1 Cor. 6:3).  It is clear that God 
will judge fallen angels (cf. Isa. 24:21-22; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 1:6).  Since 
the word “judge” (Gr. krino) also means “to rule or govern,” the 
passage suggests that we have authority over angels.  It is likely that 
believers will take some part in the judgment of fallen angels and 
also be given authority over heavenly angels. 

John also tells us that he “saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who 
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or on their hands” (Rev. 20:4).  It is within this 
verse we are told how the Tribulation saints will die.  While it is 
possible for someone to be saved during the Tribulation, the 
Scriptures make it clear that the best time to accept Christ is now.  
The Bible provides three cautions against waiting until the Tribulation 
to accept Christ. 

First, there is no guarantee that you won’t believe the lies of the 
Antichrist during the Tribulation.  Scripture is clear that he will be 
quite convincing (cf. Matt. 24:5). 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-11, “9 The coming of the lawless one 
(Antichrist) is according to the working of Satan, with all power, 
signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteousness 
deception among those who perish, because they did not 
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  11 And 
for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe the lie.” 

Second, those who accept Christ during the seven years of 
Tribulation will be martyred for their faith. 

Revelation 20:4a, “4 Then I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for their witness to Jesus.” 

Third, there is no guarantee that the Rapture will occur before your 
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own death. 

Matthew 24:36a, “36 But of that day and hour no one knows.” 

The best option is to accept Jesus today! 

V. The Lost Will Still Be Dead 

Revelation 20:5-6, “5 But the rest of the dead did not live again 
until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
Him a thousand years.” 

Who are “the rest of the dead”?  The Scriptures are clear that all of 
those who have placed faith in Christ have already been 
resurrected.  This includes Old Testament Saints, New Testament 
Saints, and Tribulation Saints.  The Saints will rule and reign with Christ 
for 1000 years. 

That leaves one group of people who have not yet been 
resurrected.  The lost.  They will not be resurrected until after the 1000 
years and their resurrection will be for the purpose of standing 
before Christ at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What do you think the world will be like without the influence of Satan? 

2. In what ways do we reign with Christ even now? 

One Last Thought:  
“And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise” (Gal. 3:29). 
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Chapter Nine:  
The Defeat of Satan 
 
Satan has already been defeated.  Jesus crushed the head of Satan 
through His death, burial, and resurrection (cf. Gen. 3:15; Col. 2:15).  Satan 
knew that his defeat was coming when God said to him in Genesis 3:15, 
“He [Jesus] will crush your [Satan’s] head, and you [Satan] will bruise His 
[Jesus’] heal.”  The prophecy of Genesis 3:15 is called the 
“protoevangelium” (i.e., the first gospel).  It is a declaration that Satan’s 
defeat will be a fatal blow to the head, while Jesus’ injury will only be a 
temporary bruise to the heal.  When Jesus walked out of that tomb, He let 
Satan know that his time was short (cf. Rev. 12:12).  However, the 
consequences for Satan are yet to come. 

I. The Release of Satan 

Revelation 20:7, “7 Now when the thousand years have expired, 
Satan will be released from his prison...”  

Satan’s release and deception at the end of the Millennial Reign 
demonstrate the sin nature inherent in all of humanity.  There will be 
some that even after experiencing the goodness of God through 
the reign of Christ upon the earth, they will still choose rebellion 
against God.   

II. The Deceit of Satan 

Revelation 20:8, “8 and will go out to deceive the nations which 
are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the 
sea.”  

The Battle of Gog and Magog have already taken place, so why 
are those names mentioned here?  As mentioned earlier, there are 
some people in the world who are still going to be rebellious even 
after they have enjoyed and witnessed the reign of Christ for 1000 
years.  Sin has such a grip on their lives that they jump at the 
opportunity to rebel with Satan. 

The names of Gog and Magog in Revelation 20:8 is to show that 
these people have the same antagonistic attitude toward God as 
those who were mentioned in Ezekiel 38-39.  Satan will convince a 
high number of people to rebel with him (cf. Rev. 20:8). 

III. The Eternal Abode of Satan 

Revelation 20:9-10, “9 They went up on the breadth of the earth 
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. 
And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured 
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them.  10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false 
prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever.” 

Satan gathers his newly formed army around Jerusalem as a 
declaration of war.  God responds by a fire coming down from 
heaven that consumes them.  The battle is over before it begins.  
Satan is then finally cast into the lake of fire and brimstone.  We are 
reminded that the beast (the Antichrist) and the false prophet were 
already cast into this lake.  To be clear, this is not a reunion of these 
three.  This is a place of isolation and unending torment.  They will 
never deceive again. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. The Holy Spirit empowers Believers to have victory over Satan’s fiery 

darts.  How can you enjoy the victory that is already yours (cf. Eph. 5:18; 
Gal. 5:16-26; Eph. 6:10-20)? 

2. How does it make you feel to know that Satan will never be able to 
accuse, lie, or deceive anyone ever again? 

One Last Thought:  
“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us” Romans 8:37. 
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Chapter Ten:  
The Great White Throne Judgment  
 
The Great White Throne Judgment is the final judgment of humanity.  As we 
have seen, it takes place after the Millennial Reign of Christ and after Satan 
has been cast into the lake of fire for all of eternity.  This is the definitive 
separation of the sheep and the goats (cf. Matt. 25:31-46). 

Revelation 20:11-15, “11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And 
there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and 
great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written 
in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death 
and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone 
not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

I. The Goats and The Books of Deeds  

We are told in verse 12 that “books were opened.”  We are not told 
the exact number of the books, but there are clearly multiple books.  
These books contain a record of everyone’s deeds.  Every unkind 
word, every evil action, and every impure thought that has ever 
been made are noted in these books.  Each individual will face 
judgment according to their own deeds as recorded in these 
pages.  Furthermore, the degree of punishment will be rendered to 
each individual accordingly (cf. Ps. 28:4; 64:12; Rom. 2:6; Rev. 2:23; 
18:6; 22:12). 

The fate of unbelievers is sealed because their names are not in the 
Book of Life.  As a result, they will be “thrown into the lake of fire” (cf. 
Rev. 20:15).    

II. The Sheep and The Lamb’s Book of Life 

We are also told in verse 12 that “another book was opened.”  This 
book is called “the Book of Life.”  Within the pages of this singular 
book is a list of names of every person that has been saved by 
grace through faith in Christ.  Those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life have already been forgiven of any punishment 
for their deeds.  This is because Christ bore their punishment on the 
cross as their substitutionary sacrificial lamb.  As a result, there is no 
need to open any book of deeds for the redeemed to determine 
their punishment as their punishment was already placed on Christ. 
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What about the Old Testament saints?  Are their names written in 
the Lamb’ Book of Life?  I believe the answer is yes.  The answer is 
found in the gospel. 

Every person who has ever been saved has been saved by grace 
through faith (cf. Eph. 2:8-9).  A person is not saved by their works, 
but by the grace of God.  We experience the grace of God through 
faith.  The object of our faith must always be the LORD.  For 
example, Abraham’s faith was properly fixed on the LORD.  Genesis 
15:6, “And he [Abraham] believed in the LORD, and He [God] 
accounted it to him for righteousness.”  This is the same imputed 
righteousness that New Testament believers receive!  The only 
difference is our view of the cross.  The Old Testament saints were 
looking to the future for the arrival of the Messiah.  The New 
Testament saints look back at the arrival of the Messiah.  When the 
LORD is the object of our faith, His righteousness is placed upon our 
account. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Is your name written in the Book of Life?  The Bible says that you can 

“know that you know” (cf. 1 Jn. 2:3).  Make certain your name is there 
and take a moment to read “How To Become a Christian” in the back 
of this book. 

2. How does it make you feel to know that once your name is written in 
the Book of Life, it can never be erased (cf. Rev. 3:5; Rom. 8:37-39)? 

One Last Thought:  
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” 
Ephesians 2:8-9. 
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Chapter Eleven:  
The New Heaven, New Earth, & New Jerusalem 
 
The final two chapters in all of the Bible (i.e., Rev. 21-22) bring us to the 
conclusion of the redemption and restoration that began in Genesis 1-3. 

I. The Beginning and the End 

There are many comparisons and contrasts to observe between the 
first few chapters of the Bible and the final chapters of the Bible. 

Revelation 21:1, “1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea.” 

a. Heaven and Earth.  In Genesis 1:1 we see the creation of heaven 
and earth.  Because of the fall of mankind, God’s creation was 
subject to the curse.  The earth grew thorns, thistles, and weeds.  
The earth has been groaning and longing to be restored (cf. 
Rom. 8:22).  In Revelation 21:1 we see a new heaven and a new 
earth.   

b. The Sun and Moon.  In Genesis 1:16 God created the sun to rule 
the day and the moon to rule the night.  In Revelation 21:23 
there is no longer a need for the sun and moon because the 
glory of God provides illumination (cf. Rev. 22:5). 

c. The Night.  In Genesis 1:5 God called the darkness Night.  In 
Revelation 22:5 there is no more darkness or night. 

d. The Sea.  In Genesis 1:10 God created the Seas.  In Revelation 
21:1, there is no longer a sea.  Since there are references to rivers 
in the new creation, it is commonly believed that the sea is in 
reference to salt water and the rivers provide fresh water. 

e. The Curse.  In Genesis 3:14-17 God pronounced the curse as a 
consequence to the rebellion.  In Revelation 22:3 the curse is 
fully removed! 

f. Death.  In Genesis 3:19 death enters the scene as a 
consequence of sin.  In Revelation 21:4 the declaration is made 
“there shall be no more death.” 

g. The Tree of Life.  In Genesis 3:24 mankind was driven from 
paradise and no longer allowed to eat of the Tree of Life.  In 
Revelation 22:14 mankind is restored and given access to the 
Tree of Life and paradise once again. 

h. Sorrow and Pain.  In Genesis 3:17 we see the beginning of sorrow 
and pain.  In Revelation 21:4 there is no sorrow, crying, or pain. 
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i. Satan.  In Genesis 3:1 we are introduced to the deception of 
Satan.  In Revelation 20:10 Satan was cast into the lake of fire 
for all eternity where he will never be able lie, deceive, or make 
accusation again. 

II. The Greatest Loss Restored 

What was our greatest loss as a result of the fall?  I believe it to be 
the fact that sin has separated us from God in every way possible.  
It separated us spiritually as well as physically. 

Revelation 20:2-3, “2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. 
God Himself will be with them and be their God.”  

When people ask, “Why doesn’t God just show Himself?”  I have two 
responses to this question.  First, He did!  He revealed Himself in the 
flesh and walked the earth 2000 years ago to restore “that which 
was lost.”  What people really want to know when they ask this 
question is why God doesn’t reveal Himself in the same way that He 
did with Adam and Eve.  That leads me to my second response.  Sin 
separated us from God physically.  God desires to “tabernacle” with 
us.  The word “tabernacle” means “to dwell.”  However, our sin must 
be addressed first.  Once our sin issue has been settled, then God 
will dwell with us! 

III. The Removal of Sin 

What will we do in heaven?  Are we going to sit around a play the 
harp?  Our activities in heaven will be anything but boring.  We will 
be involved in many activities; the key difference is sin has been 
removed! 

Revelation 20:4-5, “4 And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 
away.  5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all 
things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true 
and faithful.” 

Heaven will be a joyful place that is filled with life and activity.  It will 
be a place where God has made “all things new.”  We will enjoy 
some of the same activities we have today, the key difference is 
that God has made them new, and they are no longer corrupted 
with sin. 
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a. Worship.  We will worship in heaven (cf. Matt. 4:10; Rev. 22:3).  
Think of the absolute best concert you’ve ever attended.  I 
believe our worship will be vibrant and exciting. Reverence 
doesn’t have to be mean no energy or excitement.  God will 
have the most talented musicians of all time playing for His glory.  
There may be some creative musicians who invent new 
instruments!    

b. Serve.  We will be motivated to express our worship through 
service (cf. Rev. 22:3).  Since our sin nature has been removed, 
we will be motivated by our love for God and not our own 
selfishness. 

c. Learn.  We will never be all-knowing (i.e., Omniscient).  That 
attribute belongs only to God.  We will have all of eternity to 
learn new things (cf. Col. 2:3)!  With sin removed, we will have a 
desire for wisdom and knowledge (cf. Prov. 2:6). 

d. Eat.  We will enjoy food (cf. Mk. 14:25).  The Tree of Life produces 
twelve different fruits that will change every month (cf. Rev. 
22:2).  While the text doesn’t explicitly say we will eat the fruit of 
the Tree of Life, we know that Adam and Eve were permitted to 
eat of this tree until the fall.  Since God has restored all things, it 
stands to reason that mankind will be able to eat of this tree 
again (cf. Gen. 1:29).  We may not know the full menu of food 
in heaven, but undoubtedly it will be fresh and delicious!   

e. Friends.  We will have friends in heaven (cf. 1 Cor. 13:12).  God 
created us to live in community (cf. Gen. 2:18).  We do not lose 
our personality.  Funny people will be funny.  Creative people 
will be creative.  We will simply enjoy those things without sin! 

f. Recreation.  Our creativity is a reflection of God’s creative 
nature.  Adam and Eve enjoyed recreational activity before the 
fall.  There is little doubt they enjoyed such things as walking, 
running, and swimming (cf. Gen. 2:15-16).  There is no reason to 
believe that we will not enjoy playing and watching 
recreational activities. 

g. Working.  We will enjoy working.  Adam enjoyed working prior to 
the fall.  It wasn’t until after the fall that work became a burden 
(cf. Gen. 2:15-16; 3:17-19). 

IV. The Final “It Is Done!” 

Jesus said on the cross, “It is finished!”  This was the completion of 
His atonement (cf. John 19:30).  Revelation 16:17 was the second 
declaration, “It is done!”  This was the completion of God’s wrath.  
We now have the final “It is done” statement declared. 
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Revelation 21:6, “6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the 
fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.” 

This third and final “It is done” statement declares that God has now 
fulfilled every promise ever made.  Every detail of every covenant 
promise of God has now been fulfilled. 

V. The Inheritance 

Once again, we are reminded that Believers will inherit the fullness 
of the new creation (cf. 1 Pet. 1:4; Matt. 25:23; Rom. 8:16-17). 

Revelation 21:7-8, “7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, 
and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the 
cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part 
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.” 

VI. The New Jerusalem 

Once again, we are reminded that Believers will inherit the fullness 
of the new creation (cf. 1 Pet. 1:4; Matt. 25:23; Rom. 8:16-17). 

Revelation 21:9-21, “9 Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and 
talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great 
and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the 
glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high 
wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and 
names written on them, which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three 
gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates 
on the west. 
14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them 
were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he 
who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its 
gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is 
as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: 
twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are 
equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an 
angel. 18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the 
city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall 
of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the 
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first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 
chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth 
sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, 
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth 
amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each 
individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the 
city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” 

The first thing you might notice is that the angel went to show John 
the “bride,” but then shows John the New Jerusalem.  What’s going 
on here? 

Consider “the church.”  If I say, “I’m going to the church,” what do 
I mean by that statement?  I mean that I am going to a physical 
location.  We understand that “the church” is a people, but we also 
use it to refer to the place where the people of God gather.  The 
New Jerusalem is not the people, but a special place for the people 
of God to worship. 

Revelation 21:22-27, “22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need 
of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those 
who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth 
bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at 
all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And they shall bring 
the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there shall by 
no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an 
abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

There is no temple in the New Jerusalem.  The Temple was a physical 
symbol of the presence of God.  It was the place where sacrifices 
were made.  All of this has been fulfilled in Christ.   

Revelation 22:1-5, “1 And he showed me a pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the 
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, 
each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no 
more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 
it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, 
and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no 
night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord 
God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” 

Once again, we are reminded of the events of Genesis.  The Tree of 
Life that was removed from the Garden of Eden is now located in 
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the New Jerusalem.  The curse which began in the garden is 
replaced by the throne of God in a new garden. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What is something about the New Heaven, New Earth, or New 

Jerusalem that you are looking forward to seeing?  Explain. 

2. How does your understanding of the New Heaven, New Earth, and New 
Jerusalem motivate you toward sharing your faith with others? 

3. Jesus said, “Behold, I make all things new.”  This includes you!  How is He 
at work in you even now to make you a new creation? 

One Last Thought:  
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new” 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
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Chapter Twelve:  
The Final Words 
 
The book of Revelation concludes with an invitation for all who hear to turn 
from their sin and trust Jesus as their Savior (cf. Rev. 22:6-21).  Last words are 
important, and John gives us seven final invitations. 

I. Invitation 1: Obey the Word of God 

Revelation 22:6-7, “6 Then he said to me, ‘These 
words are faithful and true.’ And the Lord God of the holy 
prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which 
must shortly take place. 
7 ‘Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the 
words of the prophecy of this book.’” 

II. Invitation 2: Worship God 

Revelation 22:8-9, “8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. 
And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the 
feet of the angel who showed me these things. 
9 Then he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that. For I am your 
fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those 
who keep the words of this book. Worship God.’”  

III. Invitation 3: Proclaim the Truth 

Revelation 22:10-11, “10 And he said to me, ‘Do not seal the 
words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 11 He 
who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy 
still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, 
let him be holy still.’” 

IV. Invitation 4: Pursue the Truth 

Revelation 22:12-15, “12 ‘And behold, I am coming quickly, 
and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his 
work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First and the Last.’ 
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may 
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the 
gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and 
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever 
loves and practices a lie.” 
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V. Invitation 5: Respond to the Invitation of Christ 

Revelation 22:16-17, 16 “’I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to 
you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring 
of David, the Bright and Morning Star.’ 
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who 
hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever 
desires, let him take the water of life freely.” 

VI. Invitation 6: Heed the Warning of God 

Revelation 22:18-19, 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these 
things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of 
Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in 
this book. 

VII. Invitation 7: Pray for the Coming of God 

Revelation 22:20-21, 20 He who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” 

He is coming!  I hope you place your faith in Him today and wait 
upon His return with great joy.  

Discussion Questions: 
1. Which of these seven invitations is a point of action in your current walk 

with Christ as you anticipate His return? 

2. How has reading through the book of Revelation been a blessing to you 
(cf. Rev. 1:3)? 

One Last Thought:  
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 
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How To Become a Christian 
 
God’s Purpose for Your Life (Creation) 
God created you and loves you.  You were created to enjoy a personal 
relationship with God.  Even before God created the foundation of the 
earth, you were the focus of His love.  In fact, you were created in the 
image of God! 
 
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them” Genesis 1:27. 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:3-4). 
 
Our Problem is Sin (The Fall) 
That special relationship with God was broken because of sin.  God did not 
make us robots to mindlessly love and obey Him.  Instead, He gave us a will 
and freedom to choose.  But we often choose to disobey God and go our 
own selfish way.  This is called sin.  Sin separates us from God and causes us 
to live our lives outside of His will.   
 
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23. 
 
“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 
hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” Isaiah 59:2. 
 
Our sin separates us from God.  It keeps us from realizing God’s purpose for 
us and denies us the ability to have a relationship with God. 
 
God’s Remedy is Jesus (Redemption) 
Jesus Christ is the only answer to this problem of sin and separation from 
God.  He died on the cross and rose from the grave to pay the penalty for 
our sin.  He completely bridges the gap between God and us.  Therefore, 
we need forgiveness of our sin in order to have a relationship with God. 
 
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” Romans 5:8. 
 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved” Acts 4:12. 
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“God is on one side and all the people on the other side, and Christ Jesus, 
himself man, is between them to bring them together, by giving His life for 
all mankind” 1 Timothy 2:5-6. 
 
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me 
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death 
to life” John 5:24. 
 
God has promised the only way to salvation and Heaven is through Jesus 
Christ, and we must make the choice to accept Christ as God’s remedy for 
our sin problem. 
 
We Must Respond (Restoration) 
When you accept Christ as your Savior, the Holy Spirit works within you to 
make you more Christ-like in character.  You will continue to sin and make 
mistakes, but the Holy Spirit works within you to help you grow in spiritual 
maturity.  One day you will be fully restored and get to meet Christ face-to-
face and spend eternity with Him in heaven. Those who never accepted 
Christ will continue to be separated from God into eternity. 
 
“All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name” Acts 10:43. 
 
“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God” John 1:12. 
 
How to receive Christ as your Savior: 

1. Admit your need (I am a sinner). 
2. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross and rose from the 

grave.  He did this to pay the debt for your sin.  This means that we 
can ask Jesus to forgive us of our sins! 

3. Confess Jesus Christ as Lord by inviting Him to come in and control 
your life. 

 
Here is an example of what to pray: 
Dear Jesus, Thank you for making me and loving me (CREATION), even 
when I’ve ignored You and gone my own way (THE FALL).  I realize I need 
You in my life and I’m sorry for my sins.  I ask You to forgive me.  Thank You 
for dying on the cross for me (REDEMPTION).  Please help me to 
understand it more.  As much as I know how, I want to follow You from 
now on.  Please come into my life and make me a new person inside.  I 
accept Your gift of salvation.  Please help me to grow now as a Christian 
(RESTORATION).  Amen. 
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A Hebrew Alphanumeric Cipher 
 
The Hebrew Alphabet 
Each letter of the Hebrew alphabet has a numeric value.  The first ten letters 
(Aleph through Yod) have the values 1 through 10.  The next nine letters 
(Kaf through Kof) increase by a value of 10 (e.g., 20, 30, 40, etc.).  The 
remaining letters increase by a value of 100 (e.g., 200, 300, and 400).  While 
the Hebrew alphabet only has 22 letters, there are some letters that have 
final variations and they continue the numeric values (e.g., 500, 600, 700, 
etc.).  Therefore, every Hebrew word and name has a numeric value.  The 
Hebrew name of the coming Antichrist will have a numeric value of 666. 

 Hebrew 
(English) Glyph 

1 

Aleph  
(A) א 

2 

Bet  
(B) ב 

3 

Gimel  
(G) ג 

4 

Dalet  
(D) ד 

5 

He  
(H) ה 

6 

Vav  
(V,W) ו 

7 

Zayin  
(Z) ז 

8 

Het  
(C,Ch) ח 

9 

Tet  
(T) ט 

 

  Hebrew 
(English) Glyph 

10 

Yod  
(J, Y) י 

20 

Kaf  
(K) כ 

30 

Lamed  
(L) ל 

40 

Mem  
(M) מ 

50 

Nun  
(N) נ 

60 

Samekh 
(S, X) ס 

70 

Ayin  
(O) ע 

80 

Pe  
(F, P, Ph) פ 

90 

Tsadi  
(Ts, Tz) צ 

 

  Hebrew 
(English) Glyph 

100 

Kof  
(Q) ק 

200 

Resh  
(R) ר 

300 

Shin  
(Sh) ש 

400 

Tav  
(Th) ת 

500 

Kaf-final 
(K) ך 

600 

Mem-final 
(M) ם 

700 

Nun -final 
(N) ן 

800 

Pe -final  
(F, P, Ph) ף 

900 

Tsadi -final 
(Ts, Tz) ץ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bet_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gimel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/He_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vav_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zayin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Het_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tet_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yod_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaph_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/30_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/40_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/50_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/60_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samekh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/70_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/80_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pe_(Semitic_letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/90_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsadi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/100_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qoph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/200_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/300_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shin_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/400_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tav_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/500_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaph_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/600_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/700_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/800_(number)
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An Eschatological Timeline 
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The Book of Revelation 
 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
 

I. Authorship of the Book 

The vast majority of biblical scholars identify the Apostle John as the 
author of the Book of Revelation. 

The evidence for Johannine authorship begins with Revelation 1:1 where 
the author’s name is given as “John, the one who bore witness to the word 
of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.”  This 
threefold descriptor of the author is to inform the reader this is in fact John 
the Apostle. 

In addition to Revelation 1:1 giving us the name and descriptors of John 
the Apostle, the literary language that is used in Revelation matches the 
language used in other books written by John the Apostle. 

The author of Revelation also possesses a vast knowledge of Old 
Testament Scriptures.  The Book of Revelation contains 285 Old Testament 
quotes and 550 references to the Old Testament!  This amount of Old 
Testament knowledge would strongly suggest a Palestinian Jew. 

II. Date of the Book 

The vast majority of biblical scholars assign a date of 95AD for the 
composition of the Book of Revelation.  The descriptions of some of the 
seven churches of Asia Minor (i.e., loveless, compromising, corrupt, dead, 
lukewarm, etc.) are more fitting for 95AD than an earlier date. 

The early church fathers clearly identified John the Apostle as having 
written the book in 95AD. 

III. Original Audience of the Book 

The original audience is identified as the seven churches of Asia Minor (cf. 
Rev. 1:4).  Jesus also wanted the message of this book to be shared with 
all churches (cf. Rev. 22:16). 

IV. Purpose of the Book 

A. Historical: To encourage and strengthen the churches concerning the 
things to come and to exalt Christ as He is revealed in all of His glory. 

B. Christological: To reveal Christ in all of His glory.  During the earthly 
ministry of Jesus, His glory was veiled.  John was given a vision of the 
future in which Jesus will be seen in all of His glory.  He is the glorious 
King of kings, the Alpha and Omega, and the Mighty Warrior who 
defeats His enemies. 



 80 

V. The Name of the Book 

The name of the book comes from the first word of the book, apokalypsis, 
which is the Greek word meaning “to unveil, disclose, or reveal” and is 
translated into English as “Revelation.”  It is the removal of a veil so that 
something can be seen.  

VI. Unique Features of the Book 

A. Symbolic Language.  Many of the symbols that John uses are from Old 
Testament passages.  Understanding the book of Revelation without 
an understanding of the Old Testament would be a difficult task.  
There are 550 references to the Old Testament within the 404 verses of 
Revelation!  You will need to have your Bible ready to read about such 
things as the tree of life, the Lion of Judah, the Lamb of God, the Song 
of Moses, Babylon, Jezebel, and Gog & Magog just to name a few. 

Some of the symbolic language is unique to the book of Revelation 
but is clearly explained.  For example, the Alpha and Omega = Jesus; 
the seven lampstands = the seven churches of Asia Minor; and the 
Dragon = Satan.   

B. Symbolic Numbers.  John makes great use of numbers.  We might 
suggest that John’s favorite number must be “7” because he 
frequently makes lists of seven.  Sometimes numbers are just the 
numbers.  It’s a factual detail.  However, since we know that John uses 
numbers in a symbolic manner, they may be factual details (e.g., 
seven churches in Asia Minor), but also carry a secondary meaning 
(e.g., seven churches = a complete view of the church age and the 
types of churches).   

Sometimes a number is doubled or multiplied to amplify the 
significance and draw closer attention to the numeric significance.  
For example, the number “40” is associated with “spiritual growth” or 
“judgment.”  Therefore the “1600 furlongs” (cf. Rev. 14:20) is 40 x 40, 
and given the context it should be understood as exponential 
judgment. 

Listed below are some of the common numbers that John uses in the 
book of Revelation, along with their significance. 

• Three (3) is often a symbolic number of the Tri-une Godhead (i.e., 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).  John often uses lists of three as quick 
descriptors as he did in his own introduction, “John, (1) who bore 
witness to the word of God, (2) and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
(3) to all things that he saw” (cf. Rev. 1:1-2). 

• Four (4) is often associated with things of the earth.  The four 
“corners” of the earth are north, south, east, and west.  The four 
seasons of the earth are spring, summer, fall, and winter.  There are 
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four living creatures who are messengers to the inhabitants of 
earth.  Even the inhabitants of earth have a fourfold description 
as “tribes, tongues, peoples, and nations” (cf. Rev. 5:9; 10:11). 

• Six (6) is called “the number of man.”  Adam was created on the 
sixth day.  It is also a symbol of imperfection as it comes shy of “7” 
which is the number of perfection. 

• Seven (7) means “complete, whole, or perfect.”  It is the most 
commonly used number in the book of Revelation.  The number is 
used 59 times in 36 verses! 

• Twelve (12) is associated with “the Kingdom of God, perfect 
government, and divine authority.” 

C. Understanding Symbolism.  The key to interpreting the book of 
Revelation begins with understanding that the symbols themselves 
are representing real people, places, and things that take place in 
real time through real events and situations.  For example, the “seven 
lampstands” as mentioned in Rev. 1:20 are symbolic of real churches 
that actually existed when the book of Revelation was written. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 1 
Introduction and Blessing 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His 
servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and 
signified it by His angel to His servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word 
of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he 
saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the 
time is near. 

Greeting the Seven Churches 
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler 
over the kings of the earth. 

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and 
has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they 
who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of 
Him. Even so, Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says 
the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom 
and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for 
the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a 
trumpet, 11 saying,  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 
Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven 
churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to 
Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I 
saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven 
lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the 
feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame 
of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His 
voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven 
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stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 
countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw 
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to 
me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and 
was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 
keys of Hades and of Death. 19 Write the things which you have seen, and 
the things which are, and the things which will take place after 
this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and 
the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven 
churches. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 2 
The Church of Ephesus (The Loveless Church) 
1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who 
walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, 
your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 
And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and 
have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become 
weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first 
love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do 
the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have, that you 
hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of God.” ’ 

The Church of Smyrna (The Persecuted Church) 
8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, 

‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to 
life: 9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of those things 
which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of 
you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten 
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ 

The Church of Pergamos (The Compromising Church) 
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, 

‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your 
works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to 
My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which 
Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there 
those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 
idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who 
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hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16 Repent, or else I 
will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My 
mouth. 
17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will 
give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no 
one knows except him who receives it.” ’ 

The Church of Thyatira (The Corrupt Church) 
18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and 
His feet like fine brass: 19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and 
your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the 
first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you 
allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed 
to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she 
did not repent. 22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their 
deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know 
that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each 
one of you according to your works. 
24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will 
put on you no other burden. 25 But hold fast what you have till I 
come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to 
him I will give power over the nations— 
27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; 
They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’— 

as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star. 
29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 3 
The Church of Sardis (The Dead Church) 
1 “To the angel of the church of Sardis write, 

‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: 
“I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are 
dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect 
before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; 
hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon 
you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon 
you. 4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He 
who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out 
his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My 
Father and before His angels. 
6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 

The Church of Philadelphia (The Faithful Church) 
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 

‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of 
David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 8 “I 
know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one 
can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have 
not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of 
Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make 
them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved 
you. 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep 
you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast 
what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I 
will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no 
more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of 
My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God. And I will write on him My new name. 
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 
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The Church of Laodicea (The Lukewarm Church) 
14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 

‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning 
of the creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, and naked— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in 
the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be 
clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and 
anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who 
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and 
sat down with My Father on His throne. 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 4 
The Throne Room of Heaven (Focus: God the Father) 
1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. 
And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, 
saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place 
after this.” 
2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, 
and One sat on the throne. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a 
sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, 
in appearance like an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four 
thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in 
white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 And from the 
throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of 
fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 
6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of 
the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in 
front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second living 
creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and 
the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8 The four living creatures, 
each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do 
not rest day or night, saying: 

“Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, 
Who was and is and is to come!” 
9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him 
who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders 
fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives 
forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 
11 “You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honor and power; 
For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist and were created.” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 5 
The Throne Room of Heaven (Focus: God the Son) 
1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written 
inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under 
the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 
4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read 
the scroll, or to look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. 
Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to 
open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had 
been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He came and took the scroll out 
of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they 
sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; 
For You were slain, 
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; 
And we shall reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, 
the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with 
a loud voice: 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
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“Blessing and honor and glory and power 
Be to Him who sits on the throne, 
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 
14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders 
fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 6 
The First Seal (The First Horseman Desires Conquest) 
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of 
the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and 
see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a 
bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to 
conquer. 

The Second Seal (The Second Horseman Brings War) 
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
saying, “Come and see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was 
granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and 
that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great 
sword. 

The Third Seal (The Third Horseman Brings Famine)  
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat 
on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of 
the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the 
wine.” 

The Fourth Seal (The Fourth Horseman Brings Death) 
7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. 
And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with 
him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with 
sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 

The Fifth Seal (The Cry of the Martyrs) 
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 
who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they 
held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was 
said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the 
number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as 
they were, was completed. 
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The Sixth Seal (Cosmic Disturbances) 
12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and 
the moon became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, 
as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then 
the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great 
men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and 
every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 
mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us 
from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the 
Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 7 
The 144,000 Sealed (Israel’s Messianic Evangelists) 
1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow 
on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried 
with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the 
earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees 
till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I 
heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. 

The Tribulation Saints (A Great Multitude Have Accepted Christ) 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one 
could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the 
four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne 
and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 
Be to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed 
in white robes, and where did they come from?” 
14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 
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So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him 
day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell 
among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the 
sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst 
of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of 
waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 8 
The Seventh Seal (The Seven Trumpets) 
1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before 
God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 3 Then another angel, 
having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given 
much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints 
upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of 
the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the 
angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the 
altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, 
thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 
6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves 
to sound. 

The First Trumpet (The World’s Vegetation Impacted) 
7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, 
and they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned 
up, and all green grass was burned up. 

The Second Trumpet (The Sea Life & Ships Impacted) 
8 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain 
burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became 
blood. 9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of 
the ships were destroyed. 

The Third Trumpet (The Fresh Water Impacted) 
10 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, 
burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of 
water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became 
wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it was made 
bitter. 

The Fourth Trumpet (The Sky Impacted) 
12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third 
of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were 
darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. 
13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, 
saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, 
because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who 
are about to sound!” 



 98 

 

 

 

  



 99 

The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 9 
The Fifth Trumpet (The First Woe: 5 Months of the Torment of Locusts) 
1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the 
earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened 
the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a 
great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the 
smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. 
And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have 
power. 4 They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or 
any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the 
seal of God on their foreheads. 5 And they were not given authority to kill 
them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment was like the 
torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 In those days men will seek 
death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from 
them. 
7 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their 
heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the 
faces of men. 8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like 
lions’ teeth. 9 And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the 
sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses 
running into battle. 10 They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in 
their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months. 11 And they had as king 
over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in 
Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these 
things. 

Sixth Trumpet (The Second Woe: One-Third of Mankind Faces Death) 
13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of 
the golden altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had 
the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 
Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour 
and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of 
mankind. 16 Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two 
hundred million; I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses 
in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth 
blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of 
lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 18 By these 
three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the smoke 
and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in 



 100 

their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads; 
and with them they do harm. 
20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not 
repent of the works of their hands, that they should not 
worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which 
can neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 10 
The Seven Thunders (Don’t Write That Down!) 
1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with 
a cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his 
feet like pillars of fire. 2 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his 
right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and cried with a loud 
voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered 
their voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was 
about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up 
the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them.” 
5 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up 
his hand to heaven 6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who 
created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that 
are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be 
delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, 
when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He 
declared to His servants the prophets. 

John Eats the Little Book (John Was Given More Prophecy) 
8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, 
“Go, take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel who 
stands on the sea and on the earth.” 
9 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” 

And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, 
but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 
10 Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was 
as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach 
became bitter. 11 And he said to me, “You must prophesy again about 
many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 11 
The Two Witnesses Begin Their Ministry (The Middle of the Tribulation) 
1 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, 
saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who 
worship there. 2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and 
do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread 
the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 3 And I will give power to my 
two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and 
sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 
4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before 
the God of the earth. 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds 
from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm 
them, he must be killed in this manner. 6 These have power to shut heaven, 
so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power 
over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they desire. 

The Two Witnesses Killed 
7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the 
bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill 
them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified. 9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will 
see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead 
bodies to be put into graves. 10 And those who dwell on the earth will 
rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because 
these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. 

The Two Witnesses Resurrected 
11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered 
them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw 
them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, 
“Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their 
enemies saw them. 13 In the same hour there was a great 
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven 
thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to 
the God of heaven. 
14 The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 
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The Seventh Trumpet (The Third Woe: The Seven Bowl Judgments) 
15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever!” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones 
fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: 

“We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 
The One who is and who was and who is to come, 
Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, 
And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, 
And those who fear Your name, small and great, 
And should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His 
covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 12 
The Woman (Israel), the Child (Jesus), and the Dragon (Satan) 
1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve 
stars. 2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give 
birth. 
3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His 
tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And 
the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to 
devour her Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was 
to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God 
and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a 
place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand 
two hundred and sixty days. 

Satan Is No Longer Allowed Access to Heaven 
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the 
dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, 
nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great 
dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who 
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were 
cast out with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our 
God day and night, has been cast down. 11 And they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did 
not love their lives to the death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you 
who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For 
the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows 
that he has a short time.” 

Satan Persecutes Israel 
13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he 
persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the 
woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and 
half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed 
water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause 
her to be carried away by the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, 
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and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the 
dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was enraged 
with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, 
who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 13 
The Beast from the Sea (The Antichrist: The Counterfeit Christ)  
1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the 
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and 
on his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a 
leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth 
of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great 
authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, 
and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and 
followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to 
the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? 
Who is able to make war with him?” 
5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and 
he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened 
his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him to 
make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given 
him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will 
worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go 
into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the 
sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 

The Beast from the Earth (The False Prophet: The Counterfeit Holy Spirit) 
11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two 
horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the 
authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those 
who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. 13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down 
from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 14 And he deceives those 
who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the 
sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image 
to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. 15 He was 
granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image 
of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship 
the image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on 
their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who 
has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
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18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of 
the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 14 
The 144,000 Worship the Lamb (They Are Now in Heaven)  
1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with 
Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s 
name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like 
the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard 
the sound of harpists playing their harps. 3 They sang as it were a new song 
before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no 
one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand 
who were redeemed from the earth. 4 These are the ones who were not 
defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed 
from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their 
mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of 
God. 

The Final Proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Is Given 
6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every 
nation, tribe, tongue, and people— 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God 
and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship 
Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 
8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 
great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication.” 
9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead 
or on his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment 
ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who 
worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his 
name.” 
12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works 
follow them.” 
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Christ Ends the Opportunities to Respond to the Gospel 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like 
the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a 
sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a 
loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for 
the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is 
ripe.” 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and 
the earth was reaped. 

The Time of Judgment Has Come 
17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 
having a sharp sickle. 
18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, 
and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, 
saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into 
the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great 
winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trampled outside 
the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, 
for one thousand six hundred furlongs. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 15 
The Prelude to the Seven Bowl Judgments 
1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels 
having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 
2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who 
have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his 
mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of 
glass, having harps of God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 

“Great and marvelous are Your works, 
Lord God Almighty! 
Just and true are Your ways, 
O King of the saints! 
4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
For You alone are holy. 
For all nations shall come and worship before You, 
For Your judgments have been manifested.” 
5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of 
the testimony in heaven was opened. 6 And out of the temple came the 
seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and 
having their chests girded with golden bands. 7 Then one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath 
of God who lives forever and ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from 
the glory of God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the 
temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 16 
The Seven Bowl Judgments 
1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, 
“Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” 

The First Bowl (Foul and Loathsome Sores) 
2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul 
and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast 
and those who worshiped his image. 

The Second Bowl (The Oceans Turns to Blood) 
3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became 
blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. 

The Third Bowl (The Fresh Waters Turn to Blood) 
4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of 
water, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters 
saying: 

“You are righteous, O Lord, 
The One who is and who was and who is to be, 
Because You have judged these things. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
And You have given them blood to drink. 
For it is their just due.” 
7 And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God 
Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.” 

The Fourth Bowl (Men Are Scorched) 
8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was 
given to him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great 
heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these 
plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. 

The Fifth Bowl (Darkness and Pain) 
10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and 
his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues 
because of the pain. 11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because of 
their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. 
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The Sixth Bowl (The Euphrates River Dries Up) 
12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from 
the east might be prepared. 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of 
demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty. 
15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps 
his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 
16 And they gathered them together to the place called in 
Hebrew, Armageddon. 

The Seventh Bowl (“It Is Done!” The Wrath of God Is Certified) 
17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud 
voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is 
done!” 18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there 
was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not 
occurred since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was divided 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was 
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the 
fierceness of His wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains 
were not found. 21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each 
hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of 
the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 17 
The Harlot of Babylon (The False Church)  
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and 
talked with me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the 
great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her fornication.” 
3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 
filthiness of her fornication. 5 And on her forehead a name was written: 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH. 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great 
amazement. 

The Woman (The False Church) and the Beast (The Antichrist) 
7 But the angel said to me, “Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery 
of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven 
heads and the ten horns. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will 
ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those 
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the 
Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast 
that was, and is not, and yet is. 
9 “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman sits. 10 There are also seven kings. Five 
have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, 
he must continue a short time. 11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself 
also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 
12 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no 
kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the 
beast. 13 These are of one mind, and they will give their power and 
authority to the beast. 14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and 
those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 
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15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot 
sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns 
which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make 
her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God 
has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to 
give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 And 
the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of 
the earth.” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 18 
Announcement 1: Babylon the Great Has Fallen!  
1 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, 
having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And 
he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every 
foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 For all the 
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of 
the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the 
earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.” 

Announcement 2: A Warning for Believers to Separate Themselves!  
4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my 
people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 5 For 
her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her 
iniquities. 6 Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her 
double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix 
double for her. 7 In the measure that she glorified herself and 
lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she 
says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see 
sorrow.’ 8 Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and 
mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for 
strong is the Lord God who judges her. 

Announcement 3: Heaven Is Called to Rejoice! 
9 “The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously 
with her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her 
burning, 10 standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, 
alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your 
judgment has come.’ 
11 “And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no 
one buys their merchandise anymore: 12 merchandise of gold and silver, 
precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every 
kind of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of 
most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 13 and cinnamon and 
incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, 
cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls of men. 14 The 
fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things which 
are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them no 
more at all. 15 The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will 
stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16 and 
saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, 
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and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 17 For 
in one hour such great riches came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who 
travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a 
distance 18 and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, 
saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ 
19 “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, 
and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the 
sea became rich by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.’ 
20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, 
for God has avenged you on her!” 

Announcement 4: Babylon Is Forever Defeated! 
21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and 
threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great city Babylon 
shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore. 22 The sound of 
harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you 
anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and 
the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore. 23 The light of 
a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and 
bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants were the 
great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were 
deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and 
of all who were slain on the earth.” 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 19 
Heaven Rejoices At the Marriage Supper of the Lamb  
1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the 
Lord our God! 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has 
judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and 
He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again 
they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the 
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped 
God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came 
from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those 
who fear Him, both small and great!” 
6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of 
many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! 
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give 
Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made 
herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true 
sayings of God.” 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to 
me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your 
brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

The Second Coming of Christ (He Returns WITH His Bride!) 
11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat 
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His 
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew 
except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed 
in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of 
His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. 
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has 
on His robe and on His thigh a name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS. 
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The Battle of Armageddon 
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, 
saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather 
together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and 
of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both 
small and great.” 
19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His 
army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who 
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two 
were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the 
rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him 
who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 20 
Satan Bound and Cast into the Bottomless Pit for 1000 Years  
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till 
the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be 
released for a little while. 

The Millennial Reign of Christ 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed 
to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 
witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the 
beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or 
on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has 
part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years. 

Satanic Rebellion Crushed 
7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from 
his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, 
whose number is as the sand of the sea. 9 They went up on the breadth of 
the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. 
And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The 
devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. 

The Great White Throne Judgment 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their 
works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up 
the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead 
who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his 
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works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 21 
The New Heaven and the New Earth  
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, 
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with 
them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be 
no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And 
He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely 
to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be 
his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 
shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death.” 

The New Jerusalem (The Place Prepared for His Bride) 
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the 
seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will 
show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the 
glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, 
and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which 
are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates 
on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three 
gates on the west. 
14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with 
me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is 
laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured 
the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and 
height are equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The 
construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 
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glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds 
of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth 
sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve 
gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the 
street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

The Glory of the New Jerusalem 
22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for 
the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of 
those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring 
their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by 
day (there shall be no night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and 
the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it 
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those 
who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
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The Book of Revelation 
Chapter 22 
The New Garden of Eden with the Curse Removed  
1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its 
street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 
twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more 
curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and 
His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall 
be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp 
nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign 
forever and ever. 

“I Am Coming Quickly!” (Keep the Word of God) 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord 
God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things 
which must shortly take place. 
7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” 
8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I 
fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these 
things. 
9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow 
servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the 
words of this book. Worship God.” 10 And he said to me, “Do not seal the 
words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 11 He who is 
unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is 
righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” 

“I Am Coming Quickly!” (Invite Others to Come to Jesus) 
12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 
every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” 
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the 
right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the 
city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and 
murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the 
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and 
Morning Star.” 
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17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, 
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 
water of life freely. 

“I Am Coming Quickly!” (Anticipate His Imminent Return) 
18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that 
are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, 
from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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GLOSSARY & INDEX 
OF PEOPLE, EVENTS, PLACES, AND TERMS 

  
144,000 Witnesses, The: The 144,000 are Jews, 12,000 from each tribe, who 
have placed faith in Christ as the Messiah during the Great Tribulation and 
have been sealed for the purpose of evangelism in a post-rapture world. 
(Pages: 15, 32, 33, 35, 95, 109) 

Abomination of Desolation, The: Jesus spoke of the “abomination of 
desolation” in His Olivet Discourse (cf. Matthew 24:15-16) when He 
referenced Daniel (cf. Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11).  The word abomination 
means “something that causes disgust or hatred.”  The word desolation 
means “a state of complete emptiness or destruction.”  Halfway through 
the seven-year Tribulation, the Antichrist will set up some type of 
sacrilegious object in the Temple.  The desecration will continue for 1290 
days.  (Pages: 20, 38)  

Abraham: Abraham, whose name means, “Father of Many Nations” was 
the first of the great patriarchs of Israel.  He is the first person of the three 
patriarchs (i.e., Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob).  Abraham points us to God 
the Father, Isaac points us to Christ the Son, and Jacob points us to the 
Holy Spirit.  (Pages: 9, 57, 59, 64) 

Advent: The word advent means “the arrival of a person, thing, or event.”  
In Christian theology, the term is used to describe Jesus’ birth (i.e., His first 
advent) and Jesus’ Second Coming (i.e., His second advent).  (Pages: 17, 
19, 51) 

Antichrist, The: The Antichrist will be a man who will rise to power in the last 
days and oppose Christ as no other person throughout history.  This 
individual will have an appealing charisma and even claim to be the 
Messiah.  (Pages: 13, 15, 20, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 48, 53, 55, 58, 
62, 75, 107, 115) 

Antichrists (Broad Definition): The broad meaning of antichrist is anyone 
that is “against Christ.”  While there have been many “antichrists” 
throughout history, there is also the future coming of the Antichrist (cf. 1 
John 2:18).  (Pages: 13) 

Aperion (Hebrew): A chariot in which the bride is lifted up and escorted to 
be with her groom with the accompaniment of sounding shofars (cf. Song 
of Songs 3:9-10).  (Pages: 11) 
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Apostasy: the abandonment of Christianity for unbelief.  It is a rebellion and 
an abandonment of the truth.  The Apostle Paul writes of the Great Apostasy 
in which many will abandon their faith in the last days (cf. 2 Thess. 2:1; 1 Tim. 
4:1). (Pages: 15, 32, 33) 

Appointed Times, The: The appointed times are a reference to the specific 
festivals that the LORD established for His people in Leviticus 23.  These 
appointed times are intended to focus upon the LORD.  The first four 
annual festivals are Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Pentecost.  
These were all fulfilled with Christ’s first coming.  The final three annual 
festivals are associated with His return.  These include the Feast of 
Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  (Pages: 
17, 19, 21) 

Ascension, The: Forty days after Jesus’ resurrection, He went to the Mount 
of Olives.  It was at this location that Jesus gave the Great Commission 
and gave a blessing to those who were present.  It was at this time that 
Jesus ascended into the sky and a cloud eventually hid Him from view.  
Two angels then appeared with a promise that Jesus will return “in like 
manner as you saw Him go into heaven (cf. Acts 1:11).  (Pages: 19) 

Baptism: Also known as Believer’s Baptism, baptism is the act of a new 
believer who chooses to be immersed in water as a public testimony of 
their professed faith in Christ (cf. Acts 2).  Baptism is often referred to as the 
“first step of obedience” for new believers. (Pages: 10)  

Battle of Armageddon, The: The Battle of Armageddon is the future battle 
between Christ and the forces of evil.  The name comes from the Hebrew 
word Har-Magedone which is translated “Mount Megiddo.” (Pages 18, 20, 
48, 49, 51, 53, 55, 114, 119) 

Bema Seat of Christ, The: The Bema Seat of Christ is also called the 
Judgment Seat of Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10).  However, this is not a 
judgment of salvation nor is it a judgment for non-believers.  It is a 
judgment of Christians that will determine their rewards (cf. Ps. 62:12).  
Christians will be rewarded based upon their actions as an ambassador 
for Christ (cf. Matt. 16:27; 1 Cor. 3:10ff).  (Pages: 11, 25) 

Bethlehem: Bethlehem is also called the City of David.  It is the birthplace 
of Jesus and was foretold by Micah that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem (cf. Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:4-6). (Pages: 51) 

Birth Pangs: While Jesus was teaching on the Mount of Olives, he spoke of 
the events of the end times.  He described a series of events that will 
unfold as indication that the end times were approaching (cf. Matt. 24).  
His language indicates that these events will be much like “birth pangs” 
that increase in both frequency and intensity as we get closer to the 
culminating event.  (Pages: 13, 14, 15, 49)  



 129 

Bride of Christ, The: The bride of Christ is a reference to the church, while 
Christ is referred to as the Bridegroom (cf. Eph. 5:25-27).  (Pages: 9, 10, 11, 
18, 25, 40, 68, 69, 72, 119, 123, 126)  

Bride Price: The bride price is sometimes called a dowry.  There is much 
confusion of the dowry because different cultures have different 
practices.  However, in Genesis 29 we see the practice of a man 
providing a dowry to the family of the woman he desired to be his wife.  
While some cultures have used this practice as merely a financial 
“purchase,” the intent is not to view the bride as “property,” but rather an 
expression of commitment.  Furthermore, the dowry was not to be used as 
merely financial gain for the father of the bride, it was at least two things.  
First, it was a sacrificial commitment.  The dowry made a statement 
concerning the bridegroom’s commitment level.  The bride was assured 
of his return because of the sacrifice in which he made through the 
dowry.  Second, it was a means of provision for his future bride until he 
returns.  (Pages: 10) 

Burnt Offering: The burnt offering is one of the oldest practices of offering.  
The Hebrew word for “burnt offering” means “to ascend” or “to go up in 
smoke.”  The idea is for the aroma to ascend to the LORD.  The burnt 
offering involved skinning the animal as a sacrifice for atonement.  
(Pages: 18) 

Chuppah (Hebrew): The “chuppah” is a reference to a canopy or a room.  
It can sometimes be used as a descriptor of divine protection.  (Pages: 10, 
11, 25)  

Church-Age: The period of time from Pentecost (cf. Acts 2) and the time 
of the Rapture (cf. 1 Thess. 4:13-18).  It covers the entire period in which 
the Church is on the earth.  According to Daniel’s prophecy, it occurs 
during the pause between Daniel’s 69th and 70th weeks.  (Pages: 18, 25, 
35, 38)  

Crown of Glory, The: One of the five crowns identified in Scripture as a 
reward to those who faithfully serve the LORD (cf. 1 Pet. 5:4). (Pages: 26) 

Crown of Life, The: One of the five crowns identified in Scripture as a 
reward to those who have endured persecution (cf. Rev. 2:10). (Pages: 26, 
85)  

Crown of Rejoicing, The: One of the five crown identified in Scripture as a 
reward to those who win souls for Christ (cf. 1 Thess. 2:19).  (Pages: 26) 

Crown of Righteousness, The: One of the five crown identified in Scripture 
as a reward to those who live in anticipation of Christ’s return (cf. 2 Tim. 
4:8).  (Pages: 26) 
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Daniel’s 70th Week: A “week” is a unit of seven.  It can be a unit of seven 
days or even a unit of seven years.  In Daniel’s prophecy, it is used to 
reference years.  The 70 weeks are focused on Israel.  Of the 70 weeks, 69 
of them were to come in succession and have already been fulfilled.  The 
70th week is a reference to the tribulation period that follows the Church-
Age. (Pages: 5, 34, 35) 

David: David was the founder of a dynasty that would span more than 
350 years in Jerusalem.  Jesus is a descendant of David through Joseph 
(by adoption) and through Mary (by blood). (Pages: 25, 51, 54, 55, 57, 72, 
87, 91, 126) 

Day of Atonement, The: See “Yom Kippur.” 

Demons: Demons are fallen angels who chose to rebel against God.  
While we don’t know the exact number of demons, we know that when 
Satan rebelled against God, one-third of the angels chose to rebel with 
Satan (cf. Rev. 12:4).  (Pages: 44, 45, 46, 48, 53, 61, 100, 114, 117) 

El Elyon (Hebrew): “God most high.”  There is nothing greater than God.  
This is the title Satan most desires (cf. Isaiah 14:13-14).  (Pages: 39) 

Eliezer: Abraham’s servant.  He would have inherited Abraham’s estate 
had Ishmael and Isaac not been born.  It was Eliezer who was sent to find 
a bride for Isaac (cf. Gen. 24:1-9).  (Pages: 9, 10). 

Elijah: A prophet of God.  Elijah and Moses met with Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration (cf. Matt. 17:1-13).  Some suggest that Elijah and Moses will 
be the two witnesses referenced in Revelation (cf. Rev. 11).  (Pages: 37, 
38) 

Enoch: The great-great-great-great-grandson of Adam.  Enoch lived to be 
365 years and is believed to have never died.  Instead, he was raptured to 
be immediately in the presence of God (cf. Gen. 5:22-24).  Some suggest 
that Enoch and Elijah will be the two witnesses referenced in Revelation 
(cf. Rev. 11).  (Pages: 38) 

Erusin (Hebrew): “the betrothal period.” The second of three stages in a 
Jewish wedding.  (Pages: 10) 

Eschatology: “the study of end times.” Christians are to have an 
understanding of the things to come and live in anticipation of the 
blessed hope of His glorious appearing (cf. Titus 2:13). 

Euphrates River: The Euphrates River is located in modern day Iraq and 
extends through Syria and Turkey.  The sixth bowl judgment tells us that the 
Euphrates River will be dried up and this will prepare the way for the 
armies and the kings of the east (cf. Rev. 16:12-16).  (Pages: 45, 48, 53, 54, 
55, 99, 113, 114) 
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False Prophet, The: The False Prophet of the end times is the third party of 
the unholy trinity.  Satan, Antichrist, and The False Prophet are the unholy 
trinity that seek to usurp God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Pages: 14, 
38, 39, 40, 48, 53, 54, 55, 62, 107, 114, 120, 121) 

Feast of Tabernacles, The: See “Sukkot.” 

Feast of Trumpets, The: See “Rosh Hashanah.” 

Four Horsemen, The: The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are four 
depictions of events that will occur in relation to the first four seal 
judgments as they are opened by the Lamb that was slain (cf. Rev. 5). 
(Pages: 13, 14, 29, 30, 31, 93) 

Gabriel: Gabriel is one of the angels mentioned by name in Scripture and 
is most associated with the birth of Christ (cf. Luke 1:19, 26).  However, it 
was also Gabriel who helped Daniel understand his prophetic vision (cf. 
Dan. 8:15-16; 9:21).  (Pages: 34). 

Gog: The name of one of the hostile leaders from the north that seeks to 
bring destruction upon Israel (cf. Ezek. 38, 39). (Pages: 36, 37, 61, 80, 121) 

Goliath: A giant and champion of the Philistine army who was defeated 
by a young shepherd boy named David, who would later become the 
King of Israel (cf. 1 Sam. 17:4-23; 21:9; 22:10; 2 Sam. 21:19; 1 Chron. 20:5). 
(Pages: 54, 55) 

Great White Throne Judgment, The: The final judgment that results in the 
lost being cast into the lake of fire (cf. Rev. 20:11-15).  (Pages: 59, 63, 121) 

Hades: The Bible uses a variety of terms to describe hell: sheol, hades, 
Gehenna, and the lake of fire.  The Hebrew word for “the realm of the 
dead” is sheol.  The Greek equivalent to sheol is hades.  The lake of fire is 
the eternal punishment for all unrepentant people and all fallen angels 
(cf. Matt. 25:41).  (Pages: 14, 31, 63, 84, 93, 121, 122) 

Illumination of the Temple, The: During the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) 
there was a ceremony known as “The Illumination of the Temple.”  The 
ceremony involved the lighting of four large lamps at the top of four large 
pillars that towered 75’ into the air.  Each of the four pillars had four lamp 
bowls each with 10 gallons of oil.  The tremendous light was sufficient to 
light all of Jerusalem.  It was in this setting that Jesus declared, “I am the 
Light of the World” (cf. John 8:12).  (Pages: 21) 

Imputed Righteousness: The doctrine that a sinner can be declared 
righteous by grace through faith.  A person’s salvation is not dependent 
upon their own merit and worthiness, but rather the righteousness of Christ 
that has been given to them (cf. Eph. 2:8-9).  (Pages: 11, 25, 64) 
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Isaac: Isaac is the only son of Abraham and Sarah.  He is the second 
person of the three patriarchs (i.e., Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob).  
Abraham points us to God the Father, Isaac points us to Christ the Son, 
and Jacob points us to the Holy Spirit. (Pages: 9) 

Israel: Israel is the Hebrew name meaning “Contends with God.”  It was 
the name given to Jacob after he wrestled with God (cf. Gen. 32:28).  The 
descendants of Jacob would become the nation of Israel.  (Pages: 20, 21, 
29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 54, 57, 68, 85, 95, 105, 123) 

Jacob: Jacob is the son of Isaac and Rebekah and the twin brother of 
Esau.  He is the third person of the three patriarchs (i.e., Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob).  Abraham points us to God the Father, Isaac points us to 
Christ the Son, and Jacob points us to the Holy Spirit. (Pages: 10). 

Jewish Remnant, The: Throughout history there has always been a faithful 
remnant of Jews who have remained faithful to the LORD and His 
promises.  The same is true during the Tribulation, when 144,000 Jews will 
give their lives to Christ and serve as witnesses to the world of the gospel.  
God has sealed them with His protection (cf. Rev. 14:1; 12:15-17; Matt. 
24:16-20). (Pages: 39) 

John the Apostle: John was the youngest among the twelve disciples of 
Jesus.  John was the brother of James, the sons of Zebedee.  John is the 
author of the book of Revelation.  He is also the author of the Gospel 
According to John as well as three epistles.  (Pages: 23, 24,26, 36, 37, 39, 
40, 42, 44, 45, 51, 58, 66, 69, 71, 79, 80, 83, 101, 123, 125) 

John the Baptist: John was a cousin of Jesus and a preacher who pointed 
people to Jesus.  It was John the Baptist who introduced Andrew and 
John the Apostle to Jesus, and they became Jesus’ first two disciples.  
John the Baptist was the one who baptized Jesus just prior to Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. (Pages: 10) 

Joshua: Joshua was one of the twelve spies of Israel that Moses sent out to 
explore the land of Canaan.  Only two of the twelve spies trusted the 
LORD to bring victory (i.e., Joshua and Caleb).  Joshua would later 
become the successor to Moses.  Zechariah provides us with a typology of 
the two witnesses of Revelation through his vision of Joshua and 
Zerubbabel (cf. Zech. 4).  (Pages: 38) 

Judah: One of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Judah is the tribe from which 
Jesus, the Messiah, came.  (Pages: 23, 25, 33, 38, 80, 91, 98) 

Laban: Laban was the brother of Rebekah (Isaac’s wife) and the father 
Rachel and Leah (Jacob’s wives).  (Pages: 10) 
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Lake of Fire and Brimstone, The: The lake of fire as referenced in the book 
of Revelation is the final destination of all those who reject Christ (cf. Rev. 
19:20; 20:10, 14-15; 21:8).  It is an inescapable place of complete 
separation from God for all of eternity.  (Pages: 41, 53, 54, 55, 62, 63, 66, 
120, 122) 

Lamb’s Book of Life, The:  The New Testament makes eight references to 
“The Book of Life.”  Two of those references describe it as “The Lamb’s 
Book of Life” (cf. Rev. 13:8; 21:27).  Seven of the eight references occur in 
the book of Revelation.  The other reference is made by the Apostle Paul 
in Philippians 4:3.  The book contains the names of those who belong to 
the LORD (cf. Rev. 3:5; 17:8; 20:12; 20:15; and 22:19) (Pages: 63, 64, 69, 72, 
87, 107, 115, 121, 122, 124, 126) 

Magog: Magog is the grandson of Noah, the second of seven sons of 
Japheth.  The name is associated as one of the hostile leaders from the 
north that seeks to bring destruction upon Israel (cf. Ezek. 38, 39). (Pages: 
36, 37, 61, 80, 121) 

Mark of the Beast, The: The “mark of the beast” will serve as a form of 
identification that seals the followers of the Antichrist (a.k.a. “the beast”) 
and the False Prophet (cf. Rev. 13:15-18; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; and 
20:4).  The mark is associated with the number 666 (cf. Rev. 13:18).  The 
name of the Antichrist will calculate to the number 666.  When the 
Antichrist is revealed, the number will serve as confirmation of his identity 
(cf. 2 Thess. 2:3-4).  No one will unwittingly take “the mark of the beast.”  It 
will be a conscious decision by each person to worship the Antichrist.  
Those who reject the mark of the beast and choose to follow Christ will not 
be able to participate in the marketplace of goods and services.  It will 
also result in their execution (cf. Rev. 20:4).  (Pages: 39, 40, 41, 47, 53, 54, 
113, 120) 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb: A traditional Jewish marriage feast occurs 
over the course of a week.  It is for this reason that it is believed the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb are the events in heaven, while the earth is 
going through seven years of tribulation.  (Pages: 26, 27, 36, 119) 

Marriage: Through a special act of creation, God made woman as a 
suitable partner for Adam.  She was identified as Adam’s wife (cf. Gen. 
2:25).  The first marriage was ordained by God and is the standard for all 
future marriages.  God then defined and established marriage when the 
Scriptures declared, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).  
(Pages: 9, 10, 11) 
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Martyr: The word martyr comes from the Greek word for “witness.”  The 
early Christian witnesses were often persecuted and many even killed for 
their witness.  The word became synonymous in describing a person who 
was killed for their religious convictions (cf. Acts 6:8 – 7:53).  (Pages: 26, 31, 
36, 58, 85, 93, 115) 

Mikvah (Hebrew): A mikvah is any pool or body of water used for 
ceremonial cleansing.  A person who is ceremonially unclean should be 
immersed in water (i.e., baptized) and then they are declared 
ceremonially clean.  This practice is observed for many Jewish ceremonies 
including marriage.  The mikvah provides the context for us to understand 
New Testament baptism. (Pages: 10) 

Millennial Reign: The Millennial Reign is the 1000-year reign of Christ upon 
the earth.  At the end of the seven years of tribulation, Christ returns to 
earth with His Church and will rule and reign for 1000 years (cf. Rev. 20:2-
7).  Christ will establish Himself as King in Jerusalem and sit on the throne of 
David (cf. Luke 1:32-33).  (Pages: 13, 20, 21, 25, 37, 57, 58, 59, 61, 63, 77, 91, 
121) 

Moses: One of the most noted figures of the Old Testament and God’s 
instrument for writing the first five books of the Bible (i.e., the Torah).  Elijah 
and Moses met with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration (cf. Matt. 17:1-
13).  Some suggest that Elijah and Moses will be the two witnesses 
referenced in Revelation (cf. Rev. 11).  (Pages: 17, 19, 37, 38, 80, 111) 

Mount of Olives: The Mount of Olives is a ridge that runs along the east 
side of Jerusalem.  It is the site of Jesus’ “Olivet Discourse” where He 
taught extensively about the end times (cf. Matt. 24:1 – 25:46; Mark 13:1-
37; and Luke 21:5-36).  It is on this location that Jesus ascended into 
heaven, and it is this same location that He will return with His church at 
the end of the seven years of tribulation (cf. Acts 1:11). (Pages: 13, 51) 

Nephilim: The Nephilim were the offspring from sexual relations between 
the sons of God (i.e., fallen angels) and the daughters of men (i.e., human 
women) (cf. Gen. 6:1-4).  The Nephilim are described as “giants.”  The 
fallen angels that committed this sin where confined to isolation awaiting 
their day of judgment (cf. Jude 6). (Pages: 45) 

New World Order, The: The Antichrist and the ten kings destroy the religious 
system of Babylon and set up their capital in the city (likely Rome).  The 
new world order under the rule of the Antichrist will have a one-world 
religion, a one-world economy, and a one-world government (cf. Rev. 
17:16-17). (Pages: 39, 41) 

Nissuin (Hebrew): “the marriage.” The third and final stage in a Jewish 
wedding. (Pages: 11) 
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Panim Chadashot (Hebrew): “new faces.”  The “panim chadashot” are 
wedding guests who arrive at the week-long celebration after the 
ceremony has already begun.  There will be some who did not attend the 
initial wedding ceremony but will attend the supper.  These newcomers 
are known in Hebrew as the Panim Chadashot (i.e., “new faces”).  The 
new faces that keep arriving at the wedding banquet add new joy to the 
celebration.  As it pertains to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, these new 
faces are the Tribulation Saints who are saved during the time of 
Tribulation on the earth (cf. Rev. 7:9-14).  (Pages: 26, 36) 

Paul: Paul’s birth name was Saul, and he was born in Tarsus in Cilicia.  Paul 
wrote much of the New Testament books and provides insight to 
understanding eschatological subjects, including such things as the 
Rapture, the great apostasy, and the Lamb’s Book of Life.  (Pages: 18, 58) 

Pestilences: The Bible uses the word “pestilence” to describe a contagious 
and viral disease that impacts an entire community.  Concerning the end 
times, the word pestilence is used to describe a global pandemic (cf. 
Matt. 24:7). (Pages: 14) 

Practical Righteousness: Imputed righteousness is the righteousness of 
Christ that has been credited to a believer by the grace of God through 
faith.  Practical righteousness is how the imputed righteousness of Christ is 
lived out to bring honor to Christ (cf. 2 Sam. 22:21-25).  (Pages: 11, 25) 

Prophecy (Broad Definition): The word prophecy means “to forth-tell.”  
Forth-telling involved insight into the will of God.  This type of prophecy 
exhorted people to change their behavior. (Pages: 17, 34, 35, 36, 55, 61, 
71, 83, 101, 103, 119, 125, 126) 

Prophecy (Narrow Definition): The word prophecy means “to fore-tell.”  
Fore-telling involved foresight into the plan of God.  This type of prophecy 
predicted the future.  While many people think of prophecy as solely fore-
telling, it is forth-telling that is much more common in the Bible.  However, 
in the instances where fore-telling is used it is compelling evidence that 
the Bible is in fact the word of God.  The doctrine of eschatology deals 
largely with fore-telling prophecy.  (Pages: 17, 34, 35, 36, 55, 61, 71, 83, 101, 
103, 119, 125, 126) 

Protoevangelium: “the first gospel.”  Genesis 3:15 states, “And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”  This verse is 
known as the protoevangelium as it is the first prophecy of the gospel (cf. 
Gen. 3:15).  (Pages: 61) 

Rachel: The wife and love of the patriarch Jacob.  She is also the sister of 
Leah and the daughter of Laban (cf. Gen. 29).  (Pages: 10) 
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Rapture: The Rapture of the church is the event in which the bride of Christ 
(i.e., the church) are “lifted up” and carried to be with her Bridegroom, 
Christ prior to the Tribulation.  The two primary verses associated with this 
event are 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-54.  All believers 
who have previously died will be resurrected and given glorified bodies.  
All living believers will also be given glorified bodies (cf. 1 John 3:2).  All 
believers, whether they are living or have died will be lifted to meet Jesus 
in the clouds (cf. 1 Thess. 4:17).  This event is not the same as the Second 
Coming in which Christ descends to the earth on the Mount of Olives (cf. 
Zech. 14:3-4).  Christ come for His Church at the Rapture.  Christ comes 
with His Church at the Second Coming.  (Pages: 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 25, 59) 

Rebekah (or Rebecca): The wife of Isaac.  The mother of Jacob and Esau.  
She is also the sister of Laban.  (Pages: 9) 

Root and the Offspring of David, The: The book of Revelation describes 
Jesus as “the Root and the Offspring of David” (cf. Rev. 5:5; 22:16).  This 
phrase is a reference to the union of Jesus divinity and His humanity.  This is 
known as the “hypostatic-union.”  He is divine as He was the source of life 
before David (i.e., “the Root of David”).  He is human as He was a 
descendant of David (i.e., “the Offspring of David”).  This union is not 
50/50, but 100/100.  Jesus is 100% God and at the same time 100% human.  
Anything else would make Him something less than human or less than 
God.  He is both. (Pages: 25, 72, 91, 126) 

Rosh Hashanah (Hebrew): “the head of the year.”  It’s the Jewish New 
Year.  It is also known in Hebrew as Yom Teruah, which means “day of 
shouting” or “day of blowing.”  It is referred to in the Bible as “The Feast of 
Trumpets,” which is one of the seven festivals appointed by the LORD.  The 
sounding of the trumpet indicates the end of the agricultural harvest 
season.  Since the festival follows a lunar schedule, the new year is not 
declared until two witnesses in two different locations, in or near 
Jerusalem, can confirm they have each seen the new moon.  If the new 
moon could not be visually verified by both parties, the festival would be 
celebrated the following day.  For this reason, the exact day and hour of 
the trumpet sounding is unknown. (Pages: 18) 

Sarah: Sarai was born in Ur, in the land of the Chaldees (i.e., modern day 
Iraq).  She was the wife of Abram.  Sarai was also Abram’s half-sister as 
they had the same father, but different mothers (cf. Gen. 20:12).  Sarai 
was barren, but God gave Abram a vision in which Abram was promised 
a son and that his descendants would be as the stars in the sky (cf. Gen. 
15).  God will later reaffirm His covenant promise with Abram and at that 
time their names were changed to Abraham and Sarah.  Sarah gave birth 
to Isaac when she was 90 years of age (cf. Gen. 18:9-15). 
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Satan: Satan is a fallen angel who rebelled against God.  Satan is 
described in the book of Revelation as a deceiver, accuser, a dragon, 
that serpent of old, and the devil.  Satan was defeated on the cross and 
his punishment unfolds in the events of the Apocalypse. (Pages: 11, 37, 38, 
39, 41, 48, 53, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 63, 66, 80, 85, 86, 87, 105, 121) 

Second Coming, The: The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the confident 
hope of all believers that Christ will return to the earth one day with the 
armies of heaven at His side to rule and reign.  His second advent will fulfill 
all remaining prophecies and God’s covenant promises.  (Pages: 17, 19, 
51, 52, 119) 

Seven Bowl Judgments, The: The Seven Bowl Judgments are the final set of 
judgments that occur in rapid succession near the end of the seven years 
of Tribulation (cf. Rev. 16:1-21). The Seven Bowl Judgments are called forth 
with the sounding of the seventh trumpet of the Seven Trumpet 
Judgments. (Pages: 36, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49, 53, 68, 91, 103, 111, 113, 114, 115, 
123) 

Seven Seal Judgments, The: The Seven Seal Judgments are the first set of 
judgments that occur at the start of the seven years of Tribulation (cf. Rev. 
6:1-17; 8:1-5).  (Pages: 13, 14, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 36, 40, 43, 46, 49, 
91, 93, 94, 97) 

Seven Trumpet Judgments, The: The Seven Trumpet Judgments are the 
second set of judgments that occur during the seven years of Tribulation 
(cf. Rev. 8:6 – 9:19; 11:15-19).  The Seven Trumpet Judgments are revealed 
with the seventh seal of the Seven Seal Judgments. (Pages: 36, 40, 41, 42, 
43, 45, 46, 47, 97, 99, 103) 

Seven Year Peace Treaty, The: The Tribulation will begin when the 
Antichrist signs a seven-year peace treaty with Israel.  The Antichrist will 
break the peace treaty in the middle of the seven years (cf. Dan. 9:27).  
(Pages: 20, 29, 35, 36, 37) 

Seven-Sealed Scroll, The: The Lamb of God takes the scroll from the right 
hand of God the Father (cf. Rev. 5:1-7).  It is a single scroll with writing on 
both sides and has seven seals (Rev. 5:1).  The scroll contains the full 
judgment and wrath of God that is about to unfold. It is possible that 
Daniel wrote the contents of the scroll on the front and back and then 
was instructed to “seal up vision and prophecy” (cf. Dan. 12:4-9).  Ezekiel 
had a vision of the scroll (cf. Ezek. 2:9-10).  (Pages: 24, 25, 35, 36, 91) 
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Sheep and the Goats, The: The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats is part 
of Jesus’ Olivet Discourse, which is the name given to an extended 
teaching by Jesus on the Mount of Olives.  The subject matter of Jesus’ 
Olivet Discourse is that of the end times (cf. Matt. 24:1 – 25:46).  Each of 
Jesus’ parables in this discourse provide insight into the end times.  The 
end of the parable corresponds to the events of the Great White Throne 
Judgment (cf. Matt. 25:46; Rev. 20:11-15).  (Pages: 63) 

Shiddukhin (Hebrew): “the promise.”  The first of three stages in a Jewish 
wedding. (Pages: 9) 

Shofar (Hebrew): A ram’s horn used as a trumpet in Jewish ceremonies 
such as Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  (Pages: 18, 19) 

Sukkot (Hebrew): “The Feast of Tabernacles” or “Feast of Booths” or “Feast 
of Ingathering.”  One of the seven festivals appointed by the LORD.  The 
festival commemorates the wandering in the desert and the end of 
harvest (a harvest festival of sorts).  There are three festivals (i.e., 
“appointed times”) associated with the end of harvest: The Feast of 
Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah), the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), and the 
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot).  The Christian perspective is that these three 
are the only feasts (of the seven total) that have yet to be fulfilled. (Pages: 
17, 19, 20, 21) 

Tabernacle: As a noun, the word tabernacle refers to the portable tent 
used for worship by the Israelites from the time of the Exodus until their 
conquest of the land of Canaan.  As a verb, the word tabernacle means 
“to dwell.”  God desires to “tabernacle” with His people.  (Pages: 19, 20, 
36, 66, 107, 111, 123) 

Three Woes, The: The word woe means “grief, anguish, or affliction.” The 
three woes are the final three judgments of the Seven Trumpet Judgments 
(cf. Rev. 8:13). (Pages: 43, 44, 45, 46, 97, 99, 103, 105) 

Tishri (Hebrew): Tishri is the first month of the civil year and the seventh 
month of the religious year.  It corresponds to parts of September and 
October.  (Pages: 18, 19, 20) 

Tree of Life, The: The Tree of Life was a life-giving tree located in the 
Garden of Eden (cf. Gen. 2:9).  The Tree of Life appears to have had some 
role in sustaining life for Adam and Eve.  Access to this tree was denied 
after Adam and Eve sinned to prevent them from eating of the Tree of Life 
and living eternally in their fallen physical state (cf. Gen. 3:24).  The Tree of 
Life is seen again in the book of Revelation as it is located in a new 
garden in the New Jerusalem.  Here the tree will have twelve different 
fruits, a new one each month (cf. Rev. 22:2).  (Pages: 65, 67, 69, 70, 71, 80, 
85, 125) 
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Tribe of Dan, The: One of the twelve tribes of Israel.  However, the Tribe of 
Dan is omitted from the list of twelve tribes that compose the 144,000 
sealed, 12,000 from each tribe (cf. Rev. 7:1-8).  While the Bible doesn’t 
explicitly explain why Dan is not listed, some have suggested it was 
because of the tribe’s sin of idolatry (cf. Judges 18:1-31).  Some have 
suggested the Antichrist will come from the tribe of Dan. (Pages: 32, 33) 

Tribe of Ephraim, The: One of the twelve tribes of Israel.  However, the Tribe 
of Ephraim is omitted from the list of twelve tribes that compose the 
144,000 sealed, 12,000 from each tribe (cf. Rev. 7:1-8).  While the Bible 
doesn’t explicitly explain why Ephraim is not listed, some have suggested it 
was because of the tribe’s sin of apostasy in the northern kingdom. 
(Pages: 32, 33) (Pages: 

Tribulation: The future point in time when the LORD completes His 
discipline of Israel (cf. Dan. 9:24) and will pour out His judgment on the 
unrepentant people on earth (cf. Rev. 6-18).  The term Tribulation refers to 
the entire seven-year period, while the term Great Tribulation refers only to 
the latter half.  Jesus used the term Great Tribulation in His Olivet Discourse 
to refer to the last half of the Tribulation and the growing intensity (cf. 
Matt. 24:15).  (Pages: 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 23, 25, 27, 29, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
41, 44, 46, 47, 51, 53, 58, 59, 83, 95, 96, 103) 

Two Witnesses, The: There are two individuals who will preach the gospel 
during the Great Tribulation (i.e., the second half of the Tribulation) (cf. 
Rev. 11:3-12).  The Bible doesn’t identify who these two individuals will be.  
Some have suggested Moses & Elijah or Elijah & Enoch. (Pages: 37, 38, 41, 
103) 

Victor’s Crown, The: One of the five crown identified in Scripture as a 
reward to those who live life for the eternal and not temporal things (cf. 1 
Cor. 9:24-25).  (Pages: 26) 

Water Libation Ceremony, The: During the Feast of Tabernacles there was 
a ceremony known as “The Water Libation Ceremony.”  The ceremony 
was the most joyful of all celebrations.  Each day for seven consecutive 
days, a priest would carry a golden pitcher of water taken from the pool 
of Siloam and pour out the water so that it flowed over the altar.  The 
pouring out of water was a remembrance of God providing water from 
the rock that Moses struck.  It was a desire for the Messiah to come and 
provide such water again.  The entourage follows the priests waving palm 
branches and singing, “Hosanna” from Psalm 118 which means “save us.”  
On the last and greatest day of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus made this 
statement, “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water’” (John 7:38-39). (Pages: 20)   
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Whore of Babylon, The: There is a bit of mystery that surrounds her identity.  
However, while her exact identity is not revealed, the Scriptures provide 
insight into her role.  The harlot stands in contrast to the true Church.  The 
Whore of Babylon appears to be a false church that oversees many false 
churches as she is described as “THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS.”  In a broad 
sense, the harlot is a false religious system that has far reaching impact 
and serves as the false-church of the Antichrist (cf. Rev. 17:5).  (Pages: 39, 
40) 

Wormwood: “Bitter.”  The sounding of the third Trumpet Judgment results in 
a great star (i.e., “Wormwood”) that falls to the earth and will cause a 
third of the freshwater to taste bitter (i.e., “wormwood”).  Many people will 
die as a result of the contaminated water (cf. Rev. 8:10-11).  (Pages: 42, 
97)  

YHWH: “I AM WHO I AM.”  YHWH is the name of God in Hebrew and refers 
to God’s self-existence (cf. Exod. 3:14).  It is known as the tetragrammaton 
which means “four letters.”  It is often translated as “LORD” in all capital 
letters.  Some translators have added vowels to aid in the pronunciation, 
“YaHWeH.”  Most scholars have settled on “YAH-way” or “YAH-weh” as 
the accepted pronunciations.  While we are not entirely certain of the 
exact pronunciation, all four of the letters are actually aspirated 
consonants, which simply means if they are pronounced without any 
vowels, the pronunciation is simply the sound of breathing. In other words, 
every inhale and exhale breath we take is acknowledging the LORD.  
(Pages: 17, 19) 

Yichud (Hebrew): The yichud is a ritual performed during a Jewish 
wedding immediately after the couple is married.  The couple spends just 
a few minutes in a room by themselves away from their family and friends. 
(Pages: 11, 25, 26) 

Yom Kippur (Hebrew): “The Day of Atonement.”  One of the seven 
festivals appointed by the LORD.  On the tenth day of the new year, the 
high priest enters the Holy of Holies to make atonement for the sins of the 
people (cf. Lev. 16:1-34).  (Pages: 19)  

Yom Teruah (Hebrew): “The Day of Shouting” or “The Day of Blowing 
[Trumpets].”  See “Rosh Hashanah.” (Pages: 18) 

Zerubbabel: Zechariah provides us with a typology of the two witnesses of 
Revelation through his vision of Joshua and Zerubbabel (cf. Zech. 4).  
(Pages: 38) 

 


